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FIRST FRUIT OFFERING
This is my first book and I am offering it as a first
fruit offering unto the Lord.
I wrote this book because I was inspired to write it
and I was sure it will generate a lot of income for
me. However, when I finished writing it, the voice
of my shepherd asked me to offer it as a freewill
donation to help men and women seeking to know
how to understand a system for success based on
God’s word.
I wish to therefore offer it free of charge to men
and women who want to prosper and grow.
It can be reproduced with permission provided
whoever is reproducing it also offers it for free or
at its production cost for the hard copy.
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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to King
David of Ancient Israel for
revealing God’s secret codes to
humanity.
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PROLOGUE
SECRET S.O.P IN THE 23rd PSALM
Mysteries

The Shape of the earth was once a mystery and because
of that mystery, men never ventured very far into the sea
out of fear. The principles of success and fulfillment
were once mysteries too. A lot of people fail in life
because they do not understand the principles behind
success.
This life is full of mysteries. But once a mystery is
understood and its principles explained, its usefulness
becomes available to all who study the discovered
principles of the mystery.
For such people, the mystery has disappeared and it will
never confound them again. Rather, they will start
progressing more rapidly in life with the new set of laws
2
they learnt from the former mystery. For those who fail
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to learn about the discovered principles of a 3mystery,
they will forever remain baffled by it and would never
enjoy the benefit the former mystery has to offer them.
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For ages, a mystery had baffled man. Human beings
couldn’t understand why things fell downward and never
upwards. This remained a mystery for many centuries.
One day, a young man named Isaac Newton was
enjoying his siesta under an apple tree. Suddenly, an
apple fell off the tree and hit him on the head. It startled
him but that was the beginning of the end of the mystery
of why things always fell downwards.
Newton studied and studied falling objects. At the end of
the day he discovered the reasons why things fell
downward toward the earth. He called the set of
principles he discovered the Law of Gravity. Other
people studied the law Newton discovered and took
advantage of it.
For people who did not bother to understand the law
Newton discovered, they could still not understand why
things fell toward the earth. Some of them still ran away
when something fell from the sky, claiming that the gods
were angry with them.
For centuries, the secrets of success were hidden in
different books like the Bible but men and women just
kept on struggling through life. Some of the secrets in the
Bible have been discovered while others are still hidden.
The secrets in 23rd psalm has been made plain to all who
seek to find it and it can so transform the life of those that
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study the discovered principles and practice it. The big
question is “Can you see what is hidden in the 23 rd
psalm?” The Psalm reads as follows
The shepherd

The lord is my shepherd.
I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pasture.
He leads me besides still waters.
He restores my soul.
He leads me in the path of righteousness for his name
sake.
Though I walk through the valley of shadow of death, I
shall fear no evil.
For he is with me.
His rod and his staff they comfort me.
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He prepares a table before me in the presence of my
enemies.
He anoints my head with oil
My cup runneth over.
Surely his goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life
I shall dwell in the house of the lord
Forever and ever.
The above psalm contains a mysterious standard
operating procedure (S.O.P) for success, peace and
fulfillment in life and the mysterious SOP is explained in
this book.

The search for the mysteries for success and peace
Success and peace are very beautiful things. However,
they usually come packaged in a form most people will
never recognize unless someone unravels the package for
them.
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I am a Seeker of knowledge, wisdom and understanding.
I am an inquisitive soul that seeks to discover principles
that I could use to transform lives positively.
In my search for such principles, I met Pareto and learnt
about his principle. Pareto was an Italian that discovered
a principle later called the Pareto’s principle or 80/20
principle.
He observed that in the society, twenty percent or less of
the population controlled eighty percent or more of the
wealth of that society.
Robert Koch in his book titled 80/20 principle showed
that the principle also apply to every aspect of our lives.
This means that our happiness, success and fulfillment in
life depend on just twenty percent of what we do.
The problem was how to find the twenty percent of what
I was doing that could generate eighty percent of the
success, happiness and fulfillment that I needed in life.
I just could not find a way of determining the twenty
percent of activities that will give me eighty percent of
everything I needed from Life.
One day I remembered what Jesus said to Martha and
Mary, sisters of Lazarus whom Jesus raised from the
dead. Jesus said “Martha you worry too much about
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many things but few are needed. Mary has chosen the
better few and they will not be taken from her”.
I realised that Jesus was saying that there were just very
few principles we would practice in the bible that will
grant us our utmost heart desire.
I decided to embark on a journey to find those few and
vital principles that Mary chose that will guarantee me
success, happiness, peace and self fulfillment. I found
some of them hidden in the 23rd psalm given to David by
God. The discovery totally changed my life.
I also decided to share what I found in the 23rd psalm
with whoever wants to learn the wonderful secrets to
success embedded in the 23rd psalm that I was blessed by
God to find.
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CHAPTER ONE
THE SECRET

I had been struggling through life in my search for
success and fulfillment. I kept wondering if there were no
definite steps I could take that would lead me to a place
of success, fulfillment and enduring inner peace.
I noticed that a lot of people around me were also
struggling with the same issue. They too were searching
for the same secrets but were not sure of where to begin.
One day, I came across a principle of business called
Standard Operation Procedure (S.O.P). I had gone to
see my Mentor and as we were discussing, she talked
about her S.O.P. She said it has helped her ensure that all
her businesses operated in exactly the same way.
Before that day, I had never heard about Standard
Operating Procedure. So, I did not exactly know what she
meant by SOP. I later found out that SOP meant Standard
Operating Procedure. It was a set of processes by which
taking few definite steps, great businesses were able to

17

replicate their successes no matter where they found
themselves.
The SOP contained the vital few things these businesses
were doing to multiply and become very successful
where ever they found themselves. This was the pool of
the critical twenty percent of their activities that gave
them the eighty percent or more of their business success.
Take Coca Cola Company for instance. Any where you
go, the taste of its products are the same. It does not
matter the country or culture of the people in that place.
Coca Cola Company does not move its structure to the
new country or locality where it wants to start selling its
products.
Coca cola Company managers just send their Standard
Operating Procedures to those that will start making coke
in the new country. With the S.O.P, the new company
replicates the acceptance and success of Coca Cola
products in that new country.
4
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Take Toyota Company too, no matter where you see a
Toyota car; there are experiences you are guaranteed to
get from it when you drive a Toyota car. It does no
matter the country where the car was assembled.
I also noticed something about SOP. I noticed that the
basic backbone was almost the same for most great
companies and could actually be replicated by any
serious minded person. For instance, in the book Toyota
Way by Mike Liker, the author said Toyota Company
was not bothered by what most car companies in
America were doing.
They saw the lack of a basic SOP in most American car
manufacturers. Then one day, a new man took over the
running of Chrysler and began to build a structure similar
to Toyota’s SOP. Suddenly, Chrysler too began to
generate similar results to Toyota. The book
acknowledged that this was the first time Toyota became
worried over an American company.
Luckily for Toyota, another company bought over
Chrysler and killed off the SOP that Chrysler had started
to build. That was when Toyota gave a sigh of relief.
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This shows that if you truly study a company, you can
pinpoint the key elements of its SOP.

My thinking cap

I now thought to myself. If these processes helped a
business to replicate its success, there must be ways by
which I could replicate the self actualization enjoyed by
great men, especially great men in recorded history like
Abraham, David, and Jesus.
I then began a search to discover the ultimate Standard
operating Procedure that could guide me and lead me to
self fulfillment and happiness. One day, I stumbled
across it in Psalm 23.
I have been reading Psalm 23 before but, its light just
went on in my head on that particular day and I saw
something amazing. I saw what, if I could have the
patience to practice, will guide me to success and
fulfillment.
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A close study revealed to me that some highly successful
people in our world have been following the steps of the
SOP in their path to success without really knowing that
they were following a DIVINE S.O.P.
Take for instance, I recently read about the billionaire,
David Green the owner of Hubby Lobby Inc. By reading
about his life, I could see the steps of the S.O.P being
lived out in my generation.
I saw magic in the 23rd psalm of David and I realised it
contains God’s S.O.P in leading us to success and
happiness. The Psalm was an eye opened for me.
In the 23rd psalm lies the secrets to success for those that
can read in between the lines of what God revealed to
David in the twenty third Psalms.
Every great system has a standard operation procedure by
which it yields its great results. Hidden in the above
psalm is God’s standard operating procedure.
Psalm 23 is a line by line instruction of how to walk with
God and obtain the goodness and mercy packaged for the
man or woman who will obey the rules deciphered from
the 23rd psalm.
It is not a religious book per se but contains instructions
that can guide anyone ready to tryout what the book is
saying.
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We all seek Fulfillment, peace and happiness in our lives.
If we will follow the step by step instructions found in
this psalm and learn from the examples of different great
achievers found in this book, we will definitely achieve
our heart desires no matter what they are

It All Began With A Shepherd Boy

When David was still a young boy with a very receptive
mind, watching over his father’s flock out in the stars
filled sky of Bethlehem night, he was open to receive
pure knowledge from God.
During one of those starry nights watching over his
father’s flock, God dropped into David’s heart the divine
Standard Operating Procedure. This divine SOP stated
how God operates and relates with man.
David studied this Standard Operating Procedure and
lived it. By it, David became the greatest man God ever
related to after Jesus.
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The SOP is found in breaking down psalm 23. In it, God
reveals to anyone who meditates on the word of God day
and night how he or she can obtain the best result of
whatever they want from God.
It shows how God operates in relating with man so that
any man who understands it and operates the S.O.P will
get exactly the same kind of result and influence over
God that David got.
For one to really understand and use the SOP psalm, you
need to get rid of the verses in the psalm and really look
at it in its raw form.
You must break it down in parts and then begin to see the
steps God walk us through in making us his friend. This
was just what he did with Abraham and David, the two
people he regarded as his close friends in the bible. This
is God’s process of helping us reach the peak of our
career and purpose in life.

The psalm is arranged like a ladder.
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The Ladder

Each rung of the ladder gives us specific instruction
about what to do at that level. The SOP ladder is not for
those who are in a hurry. The moment you try to jump
over any level, you will come crashing down.
In my walk up the ladder, I have crashed several times so
I know from experience that you cannot rush up this
particular ladder.
The rungs of this SOP ladder must be taken one step at a
time. You must master one level before proceeding to the
next. By doing so, you will achieve success and
fulfillment beyond your wildest dream. Above all, you
will have peace and contentment.
We will now take each part of the psalm and create a
ladder that leads directly into the throne of God’s grace
and mercy where we will find the ultimate desires of our
hearts.
Now let us begin the journey up the steps of the SOP
Ladder to our own success and fulfillment in life.
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CHAPTER TWO
LADDER BASE: THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD
Trusting a Father
The base of God’s SOP is to personally believe that you
have a God that is watching out for you and taking care
of you. It is not just the belief that there is a God. It is
rather the kind of belief that the father of the possessed
boy whom Jesus disciples could not heal asked Jesus to
help him with when he said
“I believe Lord, help my unbelief”.
The little boy’s father believed that God could heal.
However, he needed help to believe that God through
Jesus will personally come to take care of his personal
issues and heal his little boy.
My son hates being alone while he is sleeping. If he turns
around while sleeping and cannot feel anyone around
him, he will release a huge scream. However, when he
knows that I am sleeping beside him or if he is sleeping
in my arms, he can sleep through a storm.
My boy believes that his daddy is his protector and as
long as he knows that I am beside him, he will not allow
any dreamy monster or fear disturb his sleep. For my
boy, his daddy is his shepherd.
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Abraham believed that there was a God out there
watching out for him. This was why there was no
argument listening to that God when He told Abraham to
move to Canaan. Abraham knew that the Lord was his
shepherd.
David was a little boy left in the wilderness alone to face
the dangers of Lions and Bears. However, he knew and
believed that there was a God that was personally taking
care of him and protecting him.
This is the critical part of the SOP without which every
other part of the procedure will be ineffective in your
life. You must believe that there is a God who is at this
very moment standing in front of you, behind you,
around you, below and above you.
You must believe that he is personally there just to take
care of you. You must cease to see Him as God and start
seeing Him as MY GOD. You must acknowledge him as
“MY ABBA FATHER”.
You must believe that your God is committed to guiding
and directing you. You must see a God that made
Genesis chapters one and two specifically for you and not
just for creation.
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Tuned in
You must, on your own tune into his frequency seeking
to hear that your personal God just as a sheep’s ear is
always tuned to the voice of its shepherd. This is so that
you can hear God when He talks to YOU and not just
when He talks.
You must listen for that still small voice that Elijah
heard. The voice that Abraham heard and the voice that
kept David company in dark lonely nights alone with his

father’s flock.
You have your own ‘God voice’ speaking to you. For
instance, One Morning as I was driving, I started hearing
a strange noise coming from my car. I thought it was
from something I had in the booth of the car. After some
time, I felt it was coming from the front right tire.
I stopped and checked the tire and did not notice
anything unusual. So, I felt the noise must be from a
component my car service mechanic called stabilizer link
chain which sometimes makes such noise. I remembered
that my car mechanic had once told me that such a noise
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from the link chain was harmless except for the
unpleasant noise it generated. So, I just ignored the noise
and kept driving as I did my marketing round.
Around mid day, something just said to me
“park and check your front tire bolts. Because I had
earlier checked that tire, I continued driving .The voice
came back again stronger and more urgent “check that
tire bolts!”.
Not minding that I was in a no parking zone, I parked and
came out of the car. I brought out my wheel spanner and
checked the bolts of the front tyre. To my greatest
surprise, all the four bolts were loose. I tightened them,
looked up to heaven and said a small “thanks” to my
Shepherd. I wonder what would have happened if I had
not heard that voice speak to me.
If you would listen without hardening your heart from
human wisdom, you will hear your Shepherd speak to
you. Have you ever been in a situation where something
told you to move and immediately you moved, an
accident happened at the spot where you were standing?
Has there been a time when you got instructions to solve
a pressing problem from seemingly nowhere. That is the
voice of your Shepherd. When you tune into his personal
frequency for you, you will hear Him more often.
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Extra ordinary men and the Voice

A lot of men and women have achieved greatness on this
planet. There is really nothing extra ordinary about these
great spiritual men or believing secular leaders. They are
just ordinary man like Elijah was.
The major difference between them and other people is
that most of them are tuned-in to that voice that speaks to
them. They ignore the noise from the earthquakes of life
around them. They ignore the noise from the strong wind
and storms of life around them. They listen only for and
to the still small voice of their shepherd for instruction
and direction.
They listen for that still small voice. They know that it is
the best medium through which they can hear the voice
of their shepherd. The voice that gives them directions
with which they achieve results that amaze people around
them.
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A Jewish business man was once woken up in the middle
of the night and heard an instruction to go and buy the
mill of Demos SHAKARIAN, the founder of Full gospel
business men fellowship.
He had never heard about or met Demos before but he
followed the instructions he got from his shepherd voice.
He bought the mill which was troubled at a price he got
from his shepherd. The mill eventually became very
profitable to him.
If you listen, you can hear your shepherd voice as clearly
as that Jewish business man.
A knowing

A Journalist Mr. Ottawa in his Book CHAINED
TOGETHER, could not believe how Nelson Mandela
could pass through all his ordeals in the hands of the
white run government without bitterness against his
suppressors during the apartheid regime
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In an interview, Mandela told him that in prison, he went
daily to receive communion and that strengthened his
believe that God will see him through. Mandela knew
that the Lord was his shepherd even while in solitary
confinement.
That is the kind of knowledge required at the beginning
of your walk with God. You must belief that God exists
and He is always there to care for you like a shepherd.
When I was studying pharmacy at the University of
Nigeria, I was part of the student union executive. Once
in a while, the student body will demonstrate over one
issue or the other.
During one of the demonstrations, the Dean of the
student affairs department called some of us aside and
told us something that is very vital to someone who
wants God to be his shepherd.
He said to us “You are now hiding under the umbrella of
a student union body to cause civil disturbance but be
aware that when we, the school authority want to deal
with you, we will deal with each of you individually”.
He made me realise that though I was part of a group, I
was first and foremost an individual student. He made me
realise that I can be isolated from my group and dealt
with as a person.
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Most people tend to approach God with a ‘WE’
mentality. If you truly want the SOP to work for you, you
must approach God with a ME mindset.
In this walk, you must see God as MY SHEPHERD and
not our shepherd. He must be to you ‘My Father who art
in heaven’ and not ‘our father who art in heaven’.
Personal touch

This level of the SOP demands a very personal touch and
relationship between you and God that does not allow a
third party.
Have you ever seen a little child who has other brothers
and sisters seek her mother’s attention? The child does
not go to her mummy as our mummy rather she goes to
her as my mummy. That is how this level of the SOP
operates. It requires a personal touch between you and
God.
Jesus shows us how to take God as our shepherd. While
on earth, he was completely human but Jesus knew
where the source of his power came from. Jesus knew
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most achievements in life depend on your personal
relationship with those that can influence things around
you.
Jesus realised that as a human being, he needed to
remove every form of formality in his relationship with
God. It would be easier for God to answer him when he
related to God as God’s child rather than as an official
emissary of God to the earth.
So, Jesus always referred to God as Father instead of
God. Jesus knew the importance of a very personal
relationship with God.
Have you noticed that you tend to favour people who
treat you as a very special friend rather than those who
take you just as a friend or an associate?
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Submission

This level also comes with a submission of your will to
the will of God. A sheep could decide to go its own way
but it knows that it will be fed more and kept more secure
when it submits to the authority of its shepherd.
The sheep knows that it will feel more confident when it
submits itself to the authority of the shepherd. This is the
point where you submit yourself totally to the authority
and guidance of God.
I once read a book titled Secrets Of a CEO Coach by
D.A Benton. Before then, I could not understand why
great men were submitting themselves to the directives of
seemingly ordinary people to help them decide how to
lead their lives.

5
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I have studied some Fortune 500 companies and other
world class leaders and found that most of them have
coaches in various areas of their lives. For example, I
once listened to one great pastor called Pastor Mathew
Ashimolowo at an Excellence in Leadership conference.
He told the audience that he paid someone four
hundred pounds just to tell him how to combine his
dress colors.
I looked at the results these great companies, men and
women who had coaches were getting and the results of
those who do not have executive coaches, the difference
was just too glaring.
I now realised that at the beginning of your walk with
God, you need to see God as your own Executive coach.
If men are achieving so much by following their coaches,
then those who submit to God to be their Chief Coach
which is what a shepherd represents would achieve
results beyond their wildest imagination. They will also
achieve it with peace of mind and fulfillment.
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Led by a child

I had my Junior high school education in my local
community school. The school then was new and located
way out of town. So, there was no accommodation for
most of the teachers in the school.
I, on my part came to school from the next village. It
takes about thirty minutes drive to get to my school from
my village but as a local boy, I knew the short cuts
through the woods that take less than ten minutes walk to
get to school.
One day, a new teacher was posted to my school. The
teacher was a disciplinarian although he was a good
teacher too. So, most of us students were scared of him.
He was full of confidence in himself.
Due to the scarcity of accommodation where the school
was located, he had to rent an apartment in my village.
The teacher came to school by public transport and was
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late most of the time. As for me, I always got to school
on time.
One day, someone mentioned to the new teacher that I
came to school from the village where he lives and I
always got to school early. After school that day, the big
teacher came to me and asked me to lead him to my
village through the route I normally took home.
I was amazed. Imagine a man so full of himself asking a

little boy to lead him home.
I agreed to lead him and he followed me along the way at
the close of school that day. As we walked through the
woods, he followed me meekly as I led him like a
shepherd through the narrow, bushy paths.
Even when we got to a stream, the teacher never
questioned the ten year old boy in front of him if the boy
knew where he was leading him to. The teacher was sure
I would lead him home.
Suddenly, we turned a corner and there was the road to
his house in front of him. He could not believe it. In less
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than ten minutes, he covered a distance that took him
thirty minutes to travel by public transport. The second
part was that the trip cost him nothing (except for the
trekking which was good for his health though).
After that day, I became a special student. He did not
allow anyone to bully me at school. He bought me
candies when we walked home together. He was happy at
the result he achieved because he allowed a little ten
year old boy to be his shepherd.
This is the kind of trust this stage of the SOP demands
from us. We have been doing things our own way
without getting satisfactory results. This is the time to
turn to God and say “okay Father, lead me home”.
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CHAPTER THREE
STEP ONE: I SHALL NOT WANT
Listening to a stranger

Once upon a time in the Middle East, there was famine in
a town called Zarephath. A widow from that town had
just a cup of rice and a few drops of vegetable oil left in
her house. As she went out to get fuel to cook her food,
she met a shabbily dressed old man.
The old man begged her for food. She had a dilemma.
Her only son was at home hungry and she was not sure of
where her next meal will come from. Should she feed a
stranger or feed her hungry son first?
The woman did something that is critical for anyone who
wants to follow God’s S.O.P. She forgot her wants and
prepared her last meal for a total stranger. The name of
the stranger was Prophet Elijah.
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For that singular act of forgoing her own urgent needs,
for the next three years, food was never in short supply in
her house.
This is what this step in your walk with God entails.
Your journey to the place of total fulfillment has begun.
This is where you place your foot on the first rung of the
ladder to the throne of grace. This is where you take a
giant leap of faith in the right direction of your selfactualization.
This is where you make the choice to leave your comfort
zone without asking for concrete guarantees about your
future. You just know that God will take care of your
wants.
Hospital treatment for free

Here is a personal example of how God handles our
needs and wants if we surrender them to him.
It was a particular day that I will not forget when God
proved to me that I shall not want.
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My wife was ill and I needed to take her to the hospital. I
had no money on me so; I had to go to one of my
customers that owed me some money. He had asked me
to come and collect my money. When I got to his place, I
waited for a while only for him to come out and tell me
that he was sorry but that he had no money.
I was disappointed and almost angry but I had earlier
resolved that God shall supply all my needs and that I
shall not want. So, any day I went out and did not make
anything or if someone who was supposed to pay me fails
to come through, I never worried. I just believed that
God is in charge and requires me to trust Him.
God had promised me in psalms Sixteen that he will not
allow his holy one know decay. So, there was no way I
will lose anything I worked for through bad debt or
expiration.
When I came out of the place where I went to collect my
money but was disappointed, I searched my pockets but
found no hidden or forgotten money in any of them.
Somehow, my shepherd voice asked me to go to the
hospital. So, I drove down there. By the time I got to the
hospital with my wife, the doctors were almost rounding
off for the day. Her doctors told me to hurry and ask the
administrative staff to forward my wife’s record to them.
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When I got to the administration office, there was a new
man on the seat. He was very grouchy, complaining that
he just came to collect the money for the patients that had
paid. I told him that the doctor asked me to get my wife’s
medical record folder. He replied that the man in charge
went out but that he himself has already closed the
payment book for the day.
When the man in charge came around, I told him that the
doctor asked me to get my wife’s medical record folder.
He said it was late but that he will see what he could do.
He then asked the other grouchy guy to collect the
consultation fee from me. The place is a Government
specialist hospital where you pay for consultation on
each visit.
I wanted to explain to the man that I did not have any
money on me when the grouchy guy cut me off and said
that he has already closed the accounts record for the day
and would not open it to collect any more money.
The older admin staff just looked at his grouchy
colleague, took my wife’s folder and asked me to follow
him. I followed him to the doctor’s office where he gave
the folder to the Doctor and left.
I was shocked. The doctor saw and examined my wife,
wrote her a prescription and booked us for another
appointment in two weeks time. All these were done
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without any one asking us for a dime. That day, I
realised what it means not to want when you take the
Lord as your shepherd.
No questions asked

Terah, the father of Abraham was the first person that set
out to Canaan. This meant he was the first person God
spoke to in his native country of Ur of the Chaldean to go
to Canaan. Terah went with Abraham, Sarah and Lot.
However, when they got to Haran, it was such a
prosperous town that Terah decided to settle there. The
prosperity of Haran can be seen in what Abraham
acquired there. When they went into Haran, they went
alone but when Abraham was leaving Haran, he left with
properties and people he had acquired in Haran.
However, Abraham did not allow the comfort, prosperity
and security guaranteed him by Haran prevent him from
listening to his God. Abraham obeyed without giving
God conditions for his obedience.
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David was anointed King when he was only seventeen
years old but he never came to God with a list of things
God had to do for him. He killed Goliath not because he
wanted popularity but because Goliath insulted the army
of the living God.
So, Step one up the ladder is not to come to God first
with a list of your wants. You just need to believe that a
shepherd knows when his flock needs water, grass or
shade and at the appropriate time takes them to the right
place.
What is this? Manna

So, if you believe in God being your shepherd, the next
critical step is to believe and know that God knows all
your needs and wants. He knows those you are not aware
of and those that seem so urgent to you. You must
believe even without tangible evidence that at the right
time he will take care of all your needs and wants.
The sheep in a flock know that their shepherd will water
them at the right time. So, they do not start worrying
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about getting enough water when the shepherd is taking
them out to feed in a dry land.
I once watched a movie called Armageddon in which a
meteor was heading for the earth. In the movie, a ragtag
team of expert drill engineers where assembled to fly to
the meteor. They were to drill into it and place some
nuclear bombs in the drilled holes in the meteor which
when the bombs go off, will shatter the meteor.
Now, because the authority in power did not trust the
team, they made an alternative plan where their own
team of soldiers was to fire the nuclear bombs at the
meteor.
When the main team seemed to have failed, the authority
activated the second team. They asked the second team to
fire the bombs at the approaching meteor. However,
because the second team lacked expert drilling
knowledge, if they had carried out their orders, the
bombs would have been wasted and the meteor would
have struck the earth.
In life we are so used to making or putting in place an
alternative plan just in case our main plan fails. Sadly, we
also tend to apply this to God. We put in place things we
will do if God seems not to be coming through.
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However, we must learn to drop all our wants at God’s
foot and forget them there without making plans B and C
just in case God does not come through. We must believe
deep inside us that God will definitely come through for
us.
We must avoid the Manna mentality of the Israelites in
the wilderness.
God had given them manna with instructions to them not
to keep anything over night. He promised that he will
restock them daily with the wonderful food they called
‘What Is This’.
Although God had given them Manna, they were not sure
He would send them another supply the next day. So,
most of them hoarded the product. However, by the next
morning the manna had gone bad and stank.
They lost the excess manna and lost the love of God.
You must come to God with a deep seated believe that he
will not allow you to have a need unattended to at the
perfect time.
You must come to God with a mind that says his is able to
do exceedingly, abundantly and above everything you
could ever ask for, want, think or imagine.
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God will provide

I once watched the video of a convention in Benin City
Nigeria in which Mike Murdoch spoke. Before he started
delivering his lecture, he thanked Bishop David Oyedepo
for what he called a miracle that Oyedepo performed.
Mike Murdoch was scheduled to speak but somehow
forgot the materials that he planned to distribute to aid
his presentation. A night before the lecture, he told
Bishop David Oyedepo about it. The bishop told him not
to bother about it and Mike Murdoch did not bother
about it again.
Mike Murdoch believed that if God spoke to him through
Bishop Oyedepo, then God will take care of his needed
conference materials. He did not bother that his sister had
told him it was impossible for anyone to make the
materials available for him before his presentation. By
the time Mike Murdoch was ready for his lecture, his
complete materials were ready.
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Bishop Oyedepo himself is a man who believes strongly
that God will never allow him to lack. His life is a living
proof of it. He believes that he shall not want anything he
needs to fulfill his God given purpose.
Like Mike Murdoch, if you have been given a job by God,
you must not worry about the resources you need to
carry out the task. Just like Abraham told young Isaac on
Mt Moriah, you must believe that
“the Lord will provide for himself the lamb or whatever
resources you need to carry out the task He has
destined you for”.

I shall not want a wife

When I felt I was ready for marriage, I searched far and
wide for a suitable wife but could not find anyone that I
truly liked. Those I liked did not like me and those that
liked me did not catch my fancy. It was really a very
frustrating period for me.
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I really wanted to get married as soon as possible. In
fact, I told myself that I must find a wife within that year.
By November of that year, I did not have a serious
girlfriend not to talk of a fiancé.
One day, as I was going for my usual morning jogging
and meditation session, I told God that I was leaving the
wife issue with him because I knew he would not allow
me to lack the right soul mate at the right time. After that
moment, I stopped worrying about finding the right girl.
One day, I went to see my friend and somehow, her sister
whom I had been seeing every other day kind of had a
glow about her.
We got talking far more often and bingo, I had found a
wife in a girl I never thought I would ever ask out. In her
I found a perfect wife. In fact, if I come to this earth a
million times, I will look for her where ever she is to
make her my wife.
The point is that I found her only when I surrendered my
wants to God. I gave up trying to find the right woman by
myself. When I gave the contract over to my shepherd,
he found for me a perfect wife that is so hard to describe
her unique qualities. Every day, I thank God for giving
me such a wife.
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This taught me to learn to leave my wants with God and
Know that he will completely take care of me. If it
worked for me, it will also work for you because God is
no respecter of man but a great respecter of his
principles and laws.
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CHAPTER FOUR
STEP TWO: HE MAKES ME LIE DOWN IN
GREEN PASTURE
Strange history of a pharmacy store
I was looking for the best experience to start this chapter
with but could not find any current real life experience.
So I decided to just start it without a story. Meanwhile, I
had already made my Chairman (this is my personal
name for the Holy Spirit in my life) the co-author of the
book. I was sure that if I could not find a story, he would
create one.
One day, I went to one of my customers who owned one
of the biggest Pharmacy stores in Nigeria. I was waiting
to be paid because somehow my name was omitted from
their pay list, so every other person was paid except me. I
was in the waiting room with about two other people
whose names were omitted too.
So, as I sat waiting to get paid, this man who I will call
Mr. Dave, a strong Christian, came and sat down beside
me and for no reason, he started to tell me and the other
two guys a story of how he registered his Pharmacy store
with the regulatory authority.
He said that after fixing the store, he went to the
regulatory authority to come and inspect his shop (part of
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the registration requirement) which was on a street far
away from a popular market. One of the rules of
registering a pharmacy store in Nigeria is that it must not
be situated inside or close to a market.
Because of the beehive of commercial activities on the
street where his shop was situated, he was told that his
shop was in a market and thus did not meet a key
requirement for registration, once he mentioned the name
of the street to the regulators.
He said that all pleas for the man in charge to send his
inspectors to come and see the place first, fell on deaf
ears. This was in the year 2000. He started calling all the
influential people in the industry he knew to come and
speak on his behalf. They would go but the man in
charge would not listen to them.
Mr. Dave said that through one of his influential friends,
he got in touch with the overall head of the regulatory
agency who said that he would send his own independent
inspectors. On the appointed day, Mr. Dave waited for
the inspectors for the whole day but they did not come.
The inspectors instead went to another yet to be
registered pharmacy store which was much closer to the
market. In writing their report, they wrote that they had
visited my friend’s store and that it was in the middle of a
market.
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The Head then showed the person that sent Mr. Dave to
him the report and told him that there was nothing he
could do about it.
Then Mr. Dave said one day he said to God. Okay, I have
tried my best without a positive result. So, now I want to
rest in you. I am leaving this registration in your hand
whatever you decide, is okay by me.
He said that it was after he made the commitment to lie
down and rest in God that things began to change. Within
six month of his lying down in God’s green pasture, the
man that refused to register his pharmacy premises
suddenly died. The new man while inspecting some
documents came across his file.
The new man in charge saw that the shop had not been
inspected and sent inspectors to inspect it. By that time
more people had opened up lots of grocery stores around
his store to prevent his store from been registered.
Amazingly, when the inspectors came they recommended
that the store should be registered and that was how his
store was registered.
My friend had accepted that the lord was his shepherd a
long time ago. He however, needed to go through issues
before he realised that he needed to allow God to make
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him lie down in God’s green pasture. It was after this
that God could come in to handle his problem.
This is the level of the SOP where we need to just rest in
God and cast our entire burden upon the Lord.
My two problems

I used to have two major problems.
Problem number one was that I worry too much and
number two was that I had not been able to put on
weight. My mum has always been on my neck about the
weight issue. I can eat a full chicken by myself with a
huge bowl of rice and not add a single gram of weight.
When I discovered the secret in 23rd Psalm, I decided to
practice allowing God to make me lie down in his green
pasture. I placed all my worries at his feet and just would
not allow anything to worry me.
One day, I went to see my sister and she said

57

“brother, your cheek is getting fatter oh”.
I thought she was just pulling my legs. My Elder sister’s
husband came to talk with me. Without knowing what
my younger sister had said to me, he said
“guy what are you eating that is making you fat”?
Within that week, one day my wife suddenly said to me
“sweetheart your back side is getting bigger.
This was when I now realised that this stage of the
procedure is effective. If by following it I could suddenly
add on some weight to my lean frame, then it was a plan
that has some wonderful medical effect too.
I realised that though my problems did not disappear, I
was looking fresher and younger than usual. I realised
that God was leading me in his own way.
The base and step one of the ladder is your duty and the
prerequisite required for you to establish contact. Step
two is when God steps in.
At this second step of the ladder is where God steps in
after you have accepted Him as your sole shepherd
whose duty is to take care of your wants.
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At this level God makes you lie down first and foremost
to rest and acquire peace. At this stage your utmost need
which you do not realize is resting in God.
Man was created by God on the sixth day and the next
day was declared a day of rest by God. This means that
the first job man did on his first day at work after he was
created was to join God in resting.
This God-given rest is critical to reestablishing yourself.
One of the secrets of Winston Churchill was that when he
was in a very difficult situation, he will take a brief
holiday. When he comes back, he will just breeze
through the entire roadblocks he had initially.
God makes you lie down away from your hectic and busy
life that is getting you nowhere but is rather wearing you
out. He steps on the brake pedal of your life and diverts
your life to a spiritual holiday resort.
So, though God takes you into a region of abundance
signified by the green pasture, He does not start to feed
you.
In Nigeria hinterlands we have a unique practice. In the
middle of the night people from the city who come to visit
in their villages like to spend the night outside.
So, in the middle of the night, you will see people leave
the luxury of their homes to come outside to lie under the
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open night sky, allowing the cool night breeze to soothe
them to sleep.
The hot humid air of the city made them leave their
homes in the city come to the village to lie down outside.
They however have a choice to decide if to come out side
to receive fresh cool breeze or to lie down in their humid
rooms.
Resting place

God at this stage will make you leave the stressful place
where you have been operating to come to his lush green
pasture and rest. Although he makes you lie down, you
must give him the freedom to do so.
What God does first is to make you lie down to rest
because it’s a new beginning for you and you must give
up all anxiety or excitement to shoot off with your own
effort or at the pace you have been going before.
Abraham was led into the Promised Land of Canaan by
God. But when he got to Canaan, God did not give him
the land immediately he got there. The bible always took
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time to say that at that time the Canaanites and other
tribes dwelt in the land.
In fact the Bible says that Abraham dwelt as a stranger in
the Promised Land. This shows that God wanted him to
enter God’s rest first by stopping from trying to achieve
things by himself.
For example, when there was a famine in Canaan and
Abraham went to Egypt instead of just lying down in the
green pasture of Canaan, he lost his wife to Pharaoh and
it took divine intervention for him to get her back.
When there was another famine in the time of Isaac, God
specifically told him not to leave Canaan. In that
particular famine, Isaac sowed and reaped a hundred
fold.
So at this stage God wants us to just lie down and rest in
Him, forgetting all our strategies and business plans of
achieving our goals in life. This is the stage where “it’s
not by my power nor by my might …” comes into play.
This stage is when the Holy Spirit is ready to take charge.

61

Self arrest

At this stage, you need to consciously surrender and just
let your spirit and soul lie down in God’s rest even as you
begin to see ways of going after your goal by your own
strategies.
David gives a perfect example of how to lie down in
God’s pasture without trying to feed one’s self. David
had been anointed king but Saul was still ruling. King
Saul then began to chase David so as to kill him. So,
David ran away with some of his followers.
In the course of his trying to escape from King Saul,
David had a lot of opportunities to kill King Saul and
assume the throne of Israel but he refused to touch Saul.
He knew that he needed to just let his soul rest in God.
This stage though can be very tasking and requires great
self restrain. If you are not careful here, you will jump up
again and start to do things your own way based on the
fact that you have started to see some positive results.
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Imagine you live in a lawless time and you are standing
right over a man that was trying to kill you. You have his
spear in your hand while his is sleeping right in from of
you yet you do not touch a hair on his head.
Before I consciously started to practice these steps in the
SOP, I have personally had to come back to this stage
again and again. When God starts to make me lie down
in a green pasture of opportunities, I will sometimes go
back to my old ways. I will get in a hurry to take
advantage of the opportunities and refill myself with
worry and anxiety again.
However, since I have realised what God’s SOP has to
offer me, no matter the number of times I slide, I will
definitely come back to lie down in God’s green pasture
until God helps me to master this stage.
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CHAPTER FIVE
STEP THREE: HE LEADS ME BESIDE STILL
WATERS
Mystery by the ocean
We have a lot of gentle flowing beaches in Lagos. I visit
them once in a while. I used to wonder at the level of
inner peace I experience when I walk on the sands of the
beach or beside the sea.
There seems to be some element at work that helps
someone’s spirit find rest by the sea side. Anyone who
has not experienced this must try it out. This peace by the
sea side can best be experienced in the early hours of the
day. At this time, few people are on the beach and you
can really appreciate nature at work.
I now understand why in ancient times, a sick person was
always advised to relocate to a seaside town where the
view and weather will help him or her recover faster.
A gentle flowing body of water has some calming effect
on the human spirit as one walks beside it and observes
the water. It brings tranquility to the mind and soul.
John in the book of revelation describes the river that
God leads us beside. John describes the river as a pure
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River of water of Life, clear as crystal, proceeding from
the throne of God.
Leaf therapy

The aspect of the river that is vital to us is what is beside
the river because it is beside this river that God leads us.
John continues that on the side of the river was the tree of
life which leaves were for healing.
So the next step of God’s SOP is allowing God to lead us
beside still waters that calm our soul along with the
leaves from the tree of life that heals us of any spiritual
or emotional sickness. The leaves wash away our sorrows
like the water from a Bitter leave.
I grew up in the village with my grandmother. As the
youngest in the house then, it was my responsibility to
wash the Bitter leaves. The bitter leaf is a kind of
vegetable used to make soup by some African tribes.
The Bitter leaf when plucked from its plant is very bitter.
The Bitter leaf is as bitter as the liquid content of a bottle
of Guinness stout. When you start to wash the leaves
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though, the bitterness starts to go away. The leaves will
foam a lot in the washing process.
It starts with dark brown foam but gradually the foam
changes to whitish clear foam. If you taste the bitter leave
at this stage, it will be very sweet and tasty.
The leaves of the tree of life are like the bitter leaves. To
a man that allows the leave to wash him, the leaves will
be very bitter initially. The words of God in the Old
Testament are like the initial leaves that seem to
condemn us, the gentiles with its bitter strong words.
As we continue to wash our lives with the Word of God
especially when it has been made flesh in the New
Testament, it starts to change to wonderfully sweet words
of hope, peace and love. Here, the spirit of God will open
our mind to understand the word as God leads us beside
the still waters. It is here that the leaves from the tree of
life heal us of our spiritual sickness.
Nature of your spirit
This following God’s lead beside still water is very
critical to achieving our purpose according to God’s
SOP. It is vital because one may lie down, allowing his
soul to be at rest but have a sick soul or diseased spirit.
A lot of people will surrender to God but deep within
them are issues that they really cannot control. Issues that
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are keeping them from truly experiencing God’s
goodness.
The reason why God walks us beside Still waters is to
take care of those issues by Himself. He allows the gentle
wind of his spirit to sooth away those pains that we
cannot seem to be able to get rid of despite the fact that
we have surrendered to God.
If you draw a very ugly picture on the sand by a beach,
the waves will come and wash it a way leaving you with
a clean surface. Even if you draw the picture on a board
and place it on the beach, with time the water will wash
away the picture or even carry the board away giving you
still a clean surface.
What God wants to do with us by the still water is to
wash away all those pictures we have in our mind.
Pictures of why we cannot succeed in life. He washes
away all those memories that have been keeping us
down. He gives us a new mind. God makes us new
creatures and with the blood of the lamb washes away all
the inhibiting pictures we have in our mind.
So, from the green pasture of rest, we need to allow God
through reading and meditating on his words, to lead us
through a process that will calm our troubles and issues
filled soul.
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It is at this stage that we understand why Jesus said
“follow me all you who labour and are heavy ladened
and I will give you rest”. Jesus knew that though a lot of
people accepted him as their lord and savior, they were
still carrying a lot of spiritual baggage that they needed to
shed by just following Him as He led them.
Peace from the walk
This is the stage where if we let God lead us that we get
what Jesus gives when he said “I give you peace, my
peace I leave with you”.
The main objective of walking beside still waters is to get
peace. You will find rest for your soul and you will start
to feel rejuvenated. This is where God transfigures you
back into what he initially planned your life to be.
I once listened to Wayne Cordeiro give a talk at the
Global leadership summit organized by Willow Creek.
He described how he found peace. He was doing well on
the outside. He had a wonderful church and family, but
he was dying on the inside. He finally decided to seek the
peace that comes from God. He checked himself into a
monastery where there was a code of silence.
In that particular monastery, you were not allowed to
bring any gadget not even a cell phone. Pastor Wayne
said that before he got there, he did not believe someone
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could live without a phone. Although the monastery was
full of people, you would not hear any voice of people
talking. All you could hear was the sounds of nature from
birds, trees and the wind.
When he stayed there for just a few days, he had to run
away because he could not bear the silence. In fact the
first thing he did on getting outside was to look for a
phone booth. He urgently wanted to make a call to speak
to someone no matter who he got through to first.
Wayne said it was when he got outside the monastery
that it hit him. He was hit by the fact that the noise in and
around him was a huge part of his problem. His high
level of activity without attention to his own person was
killing him but he was addicted to it.
He came to understand the therapy the monastery
administered. It completely detoxifies you of all the
addictions with which society keeps you stressed up like
constant phone calls, meetings, appointments and
deadlines to meet, loud music e.t.c.
The SOP of the monastery detoxifies you by just
allowing you to walk around in total silence thereby
bringing you back in touch with your Creator and your
true self. It gives you peace. The kind of peace only
quietness and silence can give you.
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Wayne said that he had to turn back and return to that
monastery to complete his therapy of silence. At the end,
he could not describe the kind of inner peace and
fulfillment he got from the experience.
In a bid to keep in touch with that experience, he said he
would drive to his daughter’s house pick up her little
child and go for a walk with the child. In the process, the
innocence of the little child helps him keep in touch with
the gentle presence of God which keeps him alive and
not just living. He feels like a new person after the
experience.
You will find that God has given you a new and fresh
start in life. You are now a new creature and all old
things that have been keeping you down will pass away
here.
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CHAPTER SIX
STEP FOUR: HE RESTORES MY SOUL
Soul in a bottle
There are things around us that we use without really
taking note of them. We just use them and discard them
until the next time we will need them. Recently, I saw a
Lady open and start to sip from a bottle of soft drink.
When she was through, she just tossed the can into a
waste basket.
This made me pick interest in a pack of canned drinks
nearby. I wanted to find wisdom in them just as Solomon
did when he took out time to study ants, goats, eagles and
honeycomb in order to gain wisdom for his proverbs.
As is usually the case for anyone who diligently seeks
for insight, I found wisdom in a canned bottle of Coca
cola drink.
A Can of Coke is made of plastic, glass or metal. It
contains a liquid cola drink that can be felt when you
shake the can. But inside the liquid cola drink is a third
part which is not visible. This is the gaseous part. The
Gas is not noticed until you place the can in a hot
environment.
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The gas although invincible can render the can of coke
useless. If the can is left in a very hot environment, the
gas will expand and cause the can to explode. If the gas
heats up and leaks out of the can, within a short period of
time, the drink will become unsafe to drink.
Every human being is just like a can of Coca Cola drink.
We are made up of a Spirit in a visible Body with a Soul.
The soul is like our gas in the bottle of coke. If our soul is
agitated, it will destroy our body especially its health. In
fact, it can lead to suicide. If it does not destroy our body,
it will make our spirit listless and depressed.
So, before we can be useful and achieve any meaningful
goal, our soul must be restored to a state of tranquility.
This is why God makes soul restoration a key part of the
SOP.
If the gas in a bottle of coke is agitated, it makes the
liquid coke undrinkable when the can is opened. If our
soul is agitated, we can achieve nothing in life. The
tranquility of the Still Waters of the Word of God beside
which God leads us will help restore our soul.
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A father’s love

In her book, titled Necessary Journeys, Dr Nancy
Snyderman describes how her husband restored her son
to life. The boy was born with a pulmonary infection and
was placed in the intensive care unit. Every day, the
boy’s condition was getting worse and the mother was
becoming almost hysterical.
One day, one of the experienced nurses asked the mother
to tell the child’s father to come back alone to the
hospital. When the father got there, he was allowed to
touch and hold his son’s hand in the boy’s intensive care
unit.
After some time, the nurse noticed some changes in the
boy. The Nurse got a rocking chair for the father and
brought the child out from his unit. The father sat in the
chair with his son in his arm. He rocked the sick boy
throughout the night into late in the morning.
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When the doctors came to see the child in the morning, a
miracle had happened. The child had gotten better and
was discharged within a few days.
The child’s mother a highly trained Medical Doctor
could not explain what happened. The boy’s grandmother
called it “the miracle of a father’s love”.
What modern science could not do, a father’s love did for
his son. This is what God wants to do with anyone that
gets to this stage. It is a point of restoration for those that
have walked with God beside still waters.
The aim of steps two and three is to arrive at this first
landing point of God’s S.O.P. A landing point is like a
guaranteed level in the ‘Who wants to be a millionaire’
game show.
Once you get to a landing point, you know that you have
crossed a major mile stone in your walk with God.
It is at this point that David got to and said “I look to the
hill from where will my help come from? My help will
come from the Lord who made heaven and earth”. It was
at this point that Mary said “my spirit rejoices in the Lord
my savior”.
After God has made you lie down in green pastures and
led you beside still waters, the result will be that your
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soul will be restored to its original status when you were
young and believed that all things were possible.
This is where you redevelop trust and believe just like a
little child does in her parents. At this point, you will
once again want to reestablish that dream that was
burning in your heart.
Juanita Bynum is a good example of how a person whose
soul has been restored can be on fire, blazing through all
obstacles as if they do not exist. Juanita in her message
titled No More Sheets described the kind of reckless life
she used to live when her soul was still restless.
She was like Mary Magdalene before Mary met Jesus.
Juanita’s restless soul led her to do awful things that are
hard to imagine. She surrendered herself to the devil due
to her restless soul.
One day, she came to the point where she was just too
tired and knew that her soul needed something to make it
rest. She then went to Jesus who made her lie down in his
green pasture so that she would surrender to him
completely. Her soul found rest beside the still living
water flowing from the throne of God’s grace. Then, her
soul was restored to its initial state of unshakeable faith
and focus which was its initial state when God made her.
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When her soul came to rest, she rediscovered her purpose
in life. She realised she had the gift of changing people’s
mind and could convince the most hardened criminal to
change his ways. Juanita decided to be an evangelist of
God. She pursued her new calling with great passion but
with a restored soul that was not causing her anxiety and
worry or filling her with guilt.
Immediately her soul was restored, she came on fire for
God. With the same kind of zeal and fire she had used in
her former life when her soul was restless, her restored
soul transformed her into a soul winning supersonic train.
She has won more souls to God than most preachers and
evangelists in America.
When your soul is restored, you will be amazed at the
things you will be able to achieve with peace and joy in
your heart. Restoration takes away that anxiety and worry
that is destroying most people.
Even when you fail to achieve something you went after,
you do not experience the usual sadness and
disappointment that a restless soul experiences when it
fails to achieve something it set out to achieve.
When your soul is restored, you go about your usual
activity with more energy and vibrancy but without
worry or anxiety. Now you know that whatever God
wants you to achieve, you will achieve. You will no
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longer have the worry of wondering if you will get
something because you know that God will provide you
with all you need.
Now, you are a new creature and all old things that
caused you pain, worry, anxiety and stress have passed
away from your life. With your restored soul from God,
you are confident that they will not come back to you
again.
I believe I can fly

At your tender age, if you were told to fly you would just
climb up a tree, tie a towel round your neck like
superman and jump off without even bothering to ask if
men flew.
Now, though after you have been restored by God, you
believe that you can do all things through Christ who
strengthens you. Your passion for success in life is
reactivated but now it is backed by a faith that comes
from your trust in God.
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A man with a restored soul can go through any
mountainous challenge and not even notice it. A man
with a restored soul can fight off cancer without noticing
it or taking any treatment. There is a woman who once
had breast cancer and attended a Gospel based healing
school in South Africa.
When her soul was restored to believe that she would
have her healing, the cancerous tissues just dried up. This
though was not the end of the story. One day she was in a
shopping mall and a woman whom she had never met
before came and knelt before her. The kneeling woman
told her that she had cancer and an inner voice
(remember the still small voice of a shepherd) told her to
ask the woman to pray for her. She prayed for the woman
and she too received her healing.
There is a power that flows from a person who has a
restored spirit that can be transmitted to others around
them. In fact, there are people with restored soul who
healed other people just by coming near them. Peter
denied Jesus and Paul was a murderer but both their souls
were restored.
After Peter and Paul’s restoration, when they passed near
the sick, their shadows that fell on the sick people cured
them. The power of a restored soul can heal the sick and
move mountains.
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A restored soul is a soul filled with positive energy
flowing over the brim. With a restored soul, a man is at
the stage where he can follow a directive he gets from
God no matter how irrational the directive may sound.
Dr Ben Carson is one of the greatest Neurosurgeons in
the world. He is a great achiever. His life though was not
always that way. When he was in high school, he was the
class dunce. He was the guaranteed person to come last at
the end of any examination in his class. His self
confidence was below zero and he accepted his life that
way. Deep inside though, he was passing through pain,
disillusion and disappointment.
Then, one day his mother decided to help restore her
son’s soul. She began to convince him and his brother
that they were not losers but winners. She convinced
them that they could be the best in their class and in life.
She insisted that they must read two books every week.
Slowly but steady, his soul began to be restored. One of
his teachers saw the new light coming on in the young
boy and decided to mentor him. Gradually, little Ben
began to have a new faith and assurance on the inside of
him. Before he knew what was happening Ben rose from
the bottom to the top of his class.
It was after his soul was restored that Ben Carson
discovered what his gifting in life was. He discovered
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that he had a perfect Eye-hand coordination. He could
draw a line exactly the way his eyes want the line drawn.
Based on this new insight, he went into neurosurgery.
There, no matter how tiny a nerve is, Ben Carson’s hands
can cut exactly through the place his eyes see a defect
without wavering.
Today Ben Carson is one of the topmost neurosurgeons
in the world simply because God through his mother
helped to restore his soul. After his soul restoration, he
believed he could achieve all great things in the medical
field through Christ who strengthens him.
It is when you have a restored soul that Jesus asks you to
take up your cross and follow him because at this point, a
cross feels like a crown.
Before God can use you to achieve his purpose for your
live, your soul must be restored by the word of God.
Restoration of your soul is beyond faith. Restored soul is
filled with faith and wisdom backed with a spirit ready
for action. At this stage a man is unstoppable because his
vision is focused and unwavering.
When Saul’s soul was restored from praying and fasting;
and Ananias prayed for him, nothing could stop him.
When Joseph’s soul was restored after an angel asked
him to take Mary as his wife, he accepted and never ever
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questioned the paternity of the child. Joseph took on full
fatherhood responsibility for the child Jesus.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
STEP FIVE: HE LEADS ME IN THE PATH OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR HIS NAME SAKE
The beloved son

The Jews have a ceremony they call Bar mitz vah. In it a
boy is placed on a stone or platform and his father will
stake his name on whatever the boy does. To qualify for
this, the boy would have undergone some series of
training on ethics and life principles based on the Torah.
After this ceremony, the boy’s words can be taken as his
father’s words. If you enter into an agreement with the
boy, it will be binding on the father.
This is what God wants to achieve with those who are
following his S.O.P at this level of the climb up the
ladder to the throne of His grace.
God told Abraham that he will make his descendants as
many as the stars in the sky. Abraham believed God and
it was counted unto him as righteousness. After Jesus
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was baptized, the Holy Spirit led him into the wilderness
to be tested by the devil.
In the desert, Jesus replied the Devil based strictly on the
words of God written in the bible and nothing more. This
meant that God could now stake his name on anything
that Jesus did after the desert experience with the Devil.
Once your soul has been restored, God is ready to lead
you and boast about you. It is here that He tells the devil
“have you seen my servant……..?”
At this point God knows you are ready to follow him in
any direction. God will take it upon himself to lead you
in paths that you would not normally follow; but because
God asks you to follow it you will become an active
marine that obeys orders without questioning the order.
At this level, God is preparing you by taking you through
some experiences. After successfully passing through
these processes, God will be willing to stake His name on
you that you will obey him no matter what. God would at
this level prepare you so that He can say to people “this
is My truly begotten son/daughter in whom I am well
pleased”.
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Struck below the belt

This stage of the ladder is a very critical stage. Most
times, we assume that because we have successfully
navigated a serious trial that God allowed the Devil to
pass us through, that we have qualified for God to stake
his name on us. This is a very dangerous assumption that
can ruin all your progress up the ladder of God’s SOP.
You need to study the life of Job to see the path God led
him through.
After Job had lost all his possessions, he boldly declared
“the Lord gives, the Lord took away glory be to His
name”. Job lost everything he had but he still had faith in
God. Job felt that the worst that could happen to him had
happened.
The devil went back to God for another round of
discussion. Bear in mind that God said “come let us
reason together”. This reasoning does not exclude the
devil that is also an angel of God although a fallen one.
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The devil told God that it was because he was protecting
Job that Job was still worshipping him. The devil told
God that if he inflicted illness on Job, that Job will curse
God. God permitted the devil to attack Job’s health and
this practically knocked the breath out of Job.
Job the strong man of faith that had said at the first attack
“God gives, God takes. Glory be to his name” now began
a series of lamentations that almost took him to the point
of denying God. In fact it took God to personally reply
Job before Job’s faith was restored.
Job was really knocked out by this second strike of the
devil. So will most of us be winded by the second volley
of trials when they start coming.
If you are here, you are at the part of this level of the
SOP where most people fall flat to the ground. You may
have passed through a very serious challenge and held on
to God. You would have believed that you have seen the
worst that could happen and had been faithful.
It is while you are basking in the euphoria of remaining
faithful to God despite your trials and tribulations, that
the second permission is given to the devil to hit you
again. Most people can rarely withstand this second
barrage without a fall in their faith because it is hard to
envisage a worst thing after what you have been through.
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This is the level where most people stop believing in
God.
On a personal level, I had passed through serious
financial challenges that left my finances in tatters.
However, I had followed the SOP up to this level and
believed that nothing worse could happen to me.
I was happy at the level of inner peace I had achieved
despite my travails, I still held on tightly to God. I did not
know that the devil had gone to get his second authority
over me. He hit me and the effect was devastating.
I had gone to work on a particular day very happy. I had
been seen off to work by my wife who had been very
wonderful to me. Late in the day, someone called me to
hurry back home. One of my neighbors had lost her child
and my wife was with them. When I got there, I consoled
the mourning woman. After some time, I went home with
my wife and that was when the blow landed.
My wife was nursing a three months old baby and was a
wonderful mummy. Immediately we got home, she
started behaving weird. She started following me all
around the house and calling my name. If I asked her
what the matter was, she would say nothing. She just
kept calling my name. That got me really scared
especially with the look on her face.
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All of a sudden, it seems as if she had lost sanity and
began to behave very scared.
For the next seventy two hours, she and I neither slept
nor slumbered. I rushed her to a hospital and she was
placed on some medication which seemed to have little
or no effect on her.
This was when I was told she was suffering from severe
Post Natal Depression. My world collapsed under me.
You need to realise what she meant to me to understand
the impact of that news.
From that moment, I lost interest in praying. I never
believed God could allow this to happen to me after all I
have been going through just because I had faith in him
and wanted to do his will.
With time, I gradually began to rebuild my faith again in
believing that God was my Shepherd and that I shall not
want. I began to gradually walk up the SOP ladder once
more. But before I could move, I was knocked out again.
I had just spoken to my mother a night before and she
was very lively. The next day, I called her and was told
she had being rushed to the hospital immediately she
finished talking to me the night before. The doctor said
her blood pressure had suddenly dropped very sharply for
no reason.
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By now, I have come to realise fully what it means to
have the sons of God gathered in heaven and for the devil
to raise your issue. I also came to realise what you will
pass through when God wants to use you as an
instrument he could use to boast to the devil about.
At this level, God may seem so unfair but you must have
faith. You also must have people around you to help
sustain your faith especially people who had passed
through serious challenges themselves.
If you are at this level of the SOP, it does not matter the
amount of prayers you offer or that is being offered on
your behalf. You must be proved faithful. You must walk
the path God set before you.
When David sinned by sleeping with Bathsheba, God
sent Nathan the prophet to David. Nathan went to David
and told him a story of how a rich man in Israel took the
only lamb of his poor neighbor and killed for his guest.
David declared that the rich man must pay four times for
the one lamb he took from the poor man.
Nathan told David that he was the rich man because he
killed Uriah after sleeping with Uriah’s wife. This meant
that David’s judgment of four lambs for one will fall on
him. It meant he will lose four sons for a man he killed.
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The child that Bathsheba bore for him became sick and
David went into an extensive prayer and fasting session,
pleading for forgiveness. He realised that if the child
dies, that it meant he must lose another three sons. He
kept praying and fasting until the day the little boy died.
Immediately the child died, David knew God’s judgment
had been passed. David realised he will lose another
three sons tragically and there was nothing he could do
about it. David simply accepted the will of God and lost
another three sons to tragic deaths.
You must learn to do what David did when he realised
that God’s irrevocable sentence had been passed. You
must go into praise, worship and thanksgiving. You must
go to God with a heart that says I will worship you no
matter the situation I am in.
Faith is the only thing you can hold onto at this stage
because everything around you will seem to be
generating only negative results for you. Job was
afflicted in the first chapter of the book of Job and it took
the next thirty eight chapters before he even heard from
God and another four very long chapters before he was
restored by God. All Job had was his faith in God.
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The water hyacinth

There is a way of navigating through this trying and
turbulent part of the SOP. The secret is to trust in the
lord with all your heart even when you feel he has let
you down. You must chose to follow the part he has set
before you. The path you follow from this point forward
must be decided by God. He alone must be your guide
through this treacherous mine field of trials and
tribulation.
There is a plant called water hyacinth. It grows on the
surface of large water bodies like rivers, seas and lakes.
The plant grows over the water surfaces slowly but
gradually. Before long it can cover the whole surface of a
river.
The plant covers the water surface so well that it will be
hard to know that there is a water body there. It is risky
for a visitor to visit the water body and not allow a local
guide to lead him. He may think that he is walking a
bushy path but suddenly will find himself in the middle
of a river about to drown.
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I once watched a documentary of a type of soil called
quick sand. It looks safe and solid until you step on it.
Immediately you step on it, you will start to sink into it.
The more you struggle to find solid ground, the faster
you will sink into the sand.
Places with Water Hyacinth or quick sand need guides to
help you navigate through them no matter how fast or
clever you might think you are. If you walk on your own
path in such places, you may end up losing your life. This
is also very important at this level of our walk with God
We must allow God to chose the path of righteousness
and lead us in it. We must never follow our path of
righteousness because our righteousness is like a filthy
rag before God
God will lead you through paths that will manifest your
faith to people. He will tell you to take your only son (or
something you cherish so much) up to a mountain He
will show you and sacrifice that son to him. Your Job is
to say “YES SIR” even when what you value so much
seem to be about to be taken from you for illogical
reasons.
For example you may be inspired to give up a huge
contract just because of a little almost irrelevant bribe.
You may be inspired to just smile and walk away when
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somebody you can deal with, insults you and degrades
you in the presence of your loved ones.
For instance, a friend of mine once went to fetch water
from a public water tap where he was well known. The
queue was very long but my friend patiently waited till it
got to his turn to fill his bucket from the tap.
When it was my friend’s turn to fetch, a boy he could
easily beat up came, pushed his bucket aside and took his
place right before his friends. When my friend tried to
tell the boy that what he was doing was wrong, the boy
gave my friend the insult of his life.
What surprised people though, was my friend’s reaction.
He just started to smile and laugh at the insults being
showered on him. If God led him to a path where he
would be insulted so that God’s name may be glorified in
the end, my friend was ready to bear any insult and more.
This is the kind of obedience this level of the SOP
entails. Jesus said never repay evil with evil and my
friend was following a directive from his commander.
Anyway, the other guy fetched his water and left. My
friend also fetched his bucket of water too. Later in the
day, the aggressive boy came to my friend and started to
cry and ask for forgiveness. The boy could not
understand such humility that my friend exhibited.
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Secondly, the non retaliatory approach of my friend
activated the young man’s conscience. The young man
could not have peace until he asked for forgiveness from
my friend.
This is the result that walking in the path of God’s
righteousness can generate. This can help glorify God’s
name when someone’s conscience is activated to seek
God’s face after encountering a man walking in the path
God set before him.
Silver and gold

Just as Silver and Gold are passed through the paths of
the fire of a superheated furnace that so torment them
that it turns them into liquid, so will you be led through
paths and situations that will seem to crush you. Paths
you must march-on through because God’s name is at
stake.
You are not led in the path of righteousness for your sake
but for God’s name sake. When you come through that
path, God’s authenticity seal will be placed on all you do.
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Anybody who is told that you did or made something
will accept it as having a quality endorsed by God.
This means that God’s reputation is at stake any time you
do anything. So for his name sake, God will lead you
through that path where you obey orders from him that
makes no sense to you or seems irrational but where you
will say “since this order is from You Lord, yes siiir”.
This is the level of blind and almost illogical obedience.
You follow whatever God asks you to do. People will be
amazed at things you do or refuse to do depending on
what God says about it.
You must bear in mind that this is the level where you
will walk through fire and through a tsunami because
God asked you to move. You take for granted that the
fire or the flood will not consume you.
Even without a guarantee that you will survive you still
move ahead. What is upper most in your mind at this
stage is that God’s name is at stake in everything you do.
At this level, you do not allow yourself any shortcut.
At this stage you have been fully inducted into God’s
army. Your duty is to maintain the respect the army has
by your actions. You are to obey every order that comes
from the heavenly military high commands. You must
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though also realise that as a military officer, you will lose
some of the assets and privileges you had as a civilian.
In fact, this level of the SOP can affect you the way the
sea waves affect an unprotected sea shore. For example,
in a part of Lagos called the Bar Beach, the shore used to
be very far from the highway but within a few years, the
sea wiped off the shoreline and the water was at the edge
of the Highway. All those who lived on the sea shore lost
their homes.
At this level, you must brace yourself because as you
start to walk in God’s path of righteousness, the sea
waves of issues of life would wash away what you had
labored to achieve most of your life time. You may wake
up one day and find out that you have lost your house
simple because you have stopped falsifying documents to
show a healthy financial status when truly your finance is
not stable.
But you must continue to march on in the path of
righteousness. A soldier is sure that his army’s Military
high command will take care of him even if he loses all
he acquired as a civilian while in the army.
A man who loses his solid ground to the sea waves of
life because he is walking in God’s path of righteousness
can be assured that God can raise dry ground from the
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middle of the sea for him. Man had done it, so can God
with a lot of extra incentives.
One day, the resident of Victoria Island in Lagos woke
up to find some strange machines mounted in the middle
of the sea. It was mounted close to an area that lacked a
coast, by a major construction company. After setting up
the equipments, they started to pump muddy water from
the seabed at a distance of about five hundred metres to
the edge of the high way which served a wave breaker.
People just watched the muddy water flowing out of the
giant pipes for days without knowing what they were
doing. After a few days, suddenly dry grounds began to
emerge. In the middle of the sea, man started to make
solid ground and within weeks, hectares of solid ground
had appeared where there was once only water.
If man can make dry ground come out of water, God will
ensure that all you lose because you are following his
path of righteous are restored to you a hundred fold. And
like the widow in the book of Isaiah who was wondering
where all the numerous children coming back to her were
coming from after she came back from exile alone and
childless, God will make you wonder where all the
wealth that is following you is coming from if you will
stick it out and follow his path of righteousness to the
end.
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You must realise that at every point in your walk through
God’s path of righteousness, there will always be open to
you shorter but pot holes filled routes. You must always
listen to the advice a wise elderly man gave me and a
friend as we were trying to decide which route to take on
a particular journey.
We were travelling to the countryside to attend a
wedding when we got to a junction where the road split
into two. The two roads led to the same destination but
through different routes. One was shorter but filled with
potholes. The other road was much longer and very
smooth.
There were three of us in the car. I wanted us to follow
the longer smooth route while the other young man who
was driving wanted to take the shorter and faster route
not minding the potholes in it.
The old man then said to us. It is better to take a longer
good road than a shorter bad route. He said the man who
takes the shorter route will realise that by the time he gets
to his destination, he is already worn out from the bumps
on the road. His car would also need more money to
maintain after all he put it through.
When you take the longer route of righteousness on
which God is leading you, you will be as plain as a
mirror.
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You will not need to tell a lie to cover a lie and worry if
you will remember the first lie you told, so that your
second lie will not become obvious to prevent your third
lie from looking suspicious and keeping you awake all
night full of fear as you try to figure out who you told the
fourth lie to. And finally, your needing Prozac to calm
your nerve.
As confusing as the above paragraph, is how you will
become when you deviate from God’s path of
righteousness.
When you are on His path, you would not need to worry
because you are sure that what you said yesterday is the
same thing you will say tomorrow even if it may cost you
some friends and resources that are very important to
you.
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CHAPTER EIGHT
STEP SIX: THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE
VALLEY OF SHADOW OF DEATH, I WILL FEAR
NO EVIL
Fruits in a garden or graveyard

When I was eight years old, I was transferred to a new
school in another state in Nigeria by my parents. The
school was located right next to a cemetery that had lots
of fruit trees like palm trees. I was scared of the graves in
the cemetery and would never walk in the graveyard
alone no matter how enticing the palm nuts from the trees
looked.
However, there were other students who would even use
a headstone on one of the graves to crack their palm
kernel nuts. With time, I came to realise that all the scary
things I saw in the cemetery were just shadows. I started
to go there with the other students and as long as they
were with me, I feared no evil spirit from the cemetery.
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I eventually lost all my fears of that cemetery. I started
going there on my own or joined other children in
plucking the different fruits from the trees planted in the
Garden (or graveyard depending on what you see).
Though I walked through the shadows-filled paths of the
cemetery, I no longer was afraid because I had learnt a
valuable lesson. I learnt that life and cemeteries only
have shadows which can hurt no one except those that
allow its fear to get to their minds.
This part of the SOP is like my graveyard experience.
You will walk through experiences that would naturally
instill great fear, anxiety and worry in you. You would
think that what you are passing through cannot possibly
have a solution. When you are in that valley, the thoughts
that will be coming to you will be full of death ideas,
worries and anxiety.
When you then move into faith realm in the valley, you
begin to feel the presence of GOD. Though nothing may
have changed on the outside, but you will have a peace
that surpasses all human understand. This is where you
will be still, for God to show that he is God to you and to
those watching you pass through you valley of shadow of
death. You must build up your faith here so as to
counteract the fear in you. It is only your faith that can
see you through this level of the SOP.

104

Building a wall

Have you ever wondered why it seems like the moment
you commit to a significant project that requires a lot of
faith, troubles seem to come to you from all directions?
Herman Cain was a presidential hopeful in the
Republican Party for the 2012 USA presidential election.
He was very articulate and seemed to have things going
his way. However, the moment he made a definite
concrete commitment to the presidential race was when
his troubles started.
Women that he had never met came up to say that he had
sexually harassed them. Different kinds of allegations
started to pile up against him. In fact it became so much
that he had to throw in the towel.
This is what the valley of shadow of death can be like.
Troubles that make no sense and from unlikely sources
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start to come at you at a rate that you would think you
made a huge mistake. It is here that most people, like
Herman Cain, would just quit and go back to their normal
regular but mediocre life and routine.
I used to be a chronic Worrier especially when expecting
something important. However, I have never experienced
those things I fear. So, why do I worry my head? For
most people in my shoes, they will end up suffering from
hypertension and cardiac arrest despite the fact that
nothing physically happened to them.
It has been found that more people die from fear and
worry than from the impact of a problem that is troubling
them. They die from the shadows of what they fear rather
from the direct impact of what they fear.
When Nehemiah was mandated to go and rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem by Darius he was sure he had the
blessing of God. When he got to Jerusalem to start
building, out of nowhere, three men, Sanballat, Tobiah
and Geshem; and their men got together to attack and
create confusion among the builders.
Nehemiah however was not moved because he knew they
were just shadows that could not harm him. He divided
his men into two groups. One group kept watch while the
other half worked. Even the half that worked, worked
with only one hand while holding their weapons with the
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other hand. Ordinarily the odds against them were more
than one hundred to one but they were not afraid.
And because they refused to be intimidated by the
shadow of death represented by Sanballat and his
colleagues, they achieved an architectural feat beyond
imagination. In 52 days, few men working with one hand
each, completely built and secured the wall of a capital
city which took their ancestors who had little obstacles
years to build.
God at this stage wants to help you deal with your innate
fear. He has already taken care of the substance of
anything that will come against you, leaving only the
shadow.
How you handle the valleys of shadow of death is very
critical. It is a defining moment in your walk with God. It
helps clarify to yourself that you can really let go and
allow God absolute control over your affairs. The most
critical aspect of this level is how you perceive what is
happening to you and how you let it affect you.
You must not allow what is happening to you and
around you affect your spirit which is the real you. Viktor
Frankl is a Jewish Second World War holocaust survivor
.In his book, Man’s search for Meaning, he shows us that
for a man with the right mindset, nothing can hurt him. If
you are properly aligned, you will see all the difficulties
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you are passing through as just shadows in you path to
fulfilling your purpose in life.
It was because of this Level of the SOP that Jesus gave
us the command in the book of John when he said “DO
NOT WORRY, DO NOT BE AFRAID AND DO NOT
BE UPSET”

Flash flood
Manuel is from the Philippines. One day, He had just
come back from work very tired but satisfied. He had
achieved a lot at work and had come home to enjoy a
lovely night with his family. The weather forecaster had
predicted some heavy rainfall but nothing more.
As Manuel sat down to eat, he started to hear rumbles
and within the twinkle of an eye, a huge flash flood got to
his house and instantly washed away everything he had
worked for and achieved in life. In an instant he went
from very successful to very poor materially. He was
devastated.
He however believed that God was his shepherd. By faith
and inspiration he knew he was still very rich. Manuel
knew that God was with him as he passed through the
waters. He knew God will not allow his adversity
swallow him.
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After the great Chicago fire of 1871, the entire
merchants’ community lost all their possessions. A group
of them gathered in the square where their shops had
formerly being before the great fire to discuss their
future. They came to one conclusion. They concluded
that the best thing was to move to a new city.
All of them, except one man. He looked at where his
shop used to be and told everyone that he would rebuild
his shop at that particular place and through it become
very rich. That man, as he passed through the valley of
the shadow of death of his business knew that God was
with him. So he feared no evil including the one that just
destroyed everything that he owned.
At this STEP, you are at the point when the devil comes
against you like a flood. The issue here is what do you do
at the sight of the oncoming flood of troubles which the
enemy sends at you? Your concern should not be what is
God going to do because definitely God will raise up a
standard against it.
You must learn to be at rest knowing that the oncoming
flood is just a mirage that will never get to you. You must
believe that an invincible standard has already been
raised to shield you from it.
The shadow is magnified in its extent and coverage
because the shadow is coming from the top of the valley
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and you are at the bottom of the valley. All visible
sources of physical reassurance are completely cut off by
the shadow. You are left with only your faith as
substance to hold unto. At this level we must not fear but
just trust in God.
Another critical and vital aspect of this level is that God
will not shield you from the Shadow of death but must
allow you pass through the valley of shadow of Death on
your own.
Jesus walked through his valley of shadow of death on
Calvary and came out for ever establish with a name
above every other name.
Paul walked through various situations that many
thought had killed him like been stoned and left for dead,
being ship wrecked without food for two weeks, arrested
and wiped. Paul was never afraid rather he counted it all
joy to suffer different trials and tribulation for the sake of
the Gospel.
This is the place of TRUSTING IN THE LORD WITH
ALL YOUR HEART AND NOT DEPEND ON YOUR
OWN UNDERSTANDING.
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CHAPTER NINE
STEP SIX: FOR HE IS WITH ME
Boy in a storm

I once heard a story of a little boy on a plane that ran into
a massive storm. As the story goes, the plane had hardly
taken off when it ran into the storm. The storm was so
severe that is shut down one of the plane’s engines.
The plane was being tossed from side to side. All the
passengers on the plane were scared to their wits end.
However, sitting in the middle aisle of the plane was a
ten year old boy. The boy was just watching the movie
on the plane and laughing to everyone’s surprise.
He was not bothered by the storm or by the fear that
filled the other passengers on the plane. Luckily, they
landed safely at their destination.
When they got down from the plane, some of the
passengers went to him to find out what gave him such
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boldness. They asked him why he was not frightened of
dying if the plane crashed.
The little boy looked at them with surprise and said with
confidence “the plane cannot crash because my father is
the pilot. I am his only son and he knows I am on board.
My Daddy is on board the plane with me and he cannot
let it crash”.
For the little boy, his daddy asked him to get on the plane
and as long as his daddy was on that plane with him, it
was silly to be scared.
God said to Joshua “As I was with Moses, so shall I be
with you. I will not leave you, I will not forsake you”. It
is said that when a point is repeated in three different
ways in Hebrew, it means that the point is indisputable
When God said the above to Joshua, Joshua immediately
gave his commanders order to get ready to cross the
Jordan because he was then very sure that God was with
him. He did not ask for further directives.
Joshua did not start to seek the opinion of those around
him. Since God was with him, Joshua knew that no one
could stand against him. He was invincible to his
enemies, ahead of his peers and a leading light to his
people.
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One of Nigeria’s greatest football legends is a man
known as Kanu Nwankwo. He is the most decorated
Nigerian footballer. However, at the peak of his carrier,
he was diagnosed with a hole in his heart.
Most people thought he would give up football but deep
down, Kanu knew that God was with him. He had seen
how providence had been guiding his carrier. He knew
that he was destined for greatness in football. So, not
even a hole in his heart could make him change course.
During his operation, the whole Nigerian Nation was
with him before, after and during the operation. In fact
that year, it was generally agreed that he won the African
football of the year in place of Jay-Jay Okocha because
of his heart issue. The whole continent was with him and
based on that, he not only overcame his heart issues but
rose to the peak of his career after that.
He came out to thank Nigerians so much. Kanu said that
he was sure his surgery would be successful the moment
he knew his nation was behind him.
At this stage in your operation of the SOP, nothing can
scare you. You have a confidence that no physical law
can explain. At this point, you defy the known laws of
nature because God has assured you that he is with you.
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Against natural laws

Peter shows us how a man that knows that God is with
him acts. On one stormy night, Peter saw Jesus walking
on water. Peter was a veteran fisherman who knew it was
impossible based on all natural laws for man to walk on
water.
Peter also knew that for him to do the impossible like
walking on water too, he must be sure that a force above
the laws of nature was with him. He wanted to walk on
water but needed to be sure that God was with him.
Peter then said to Jesus “Lord, if you are the one ask me
to come”. Immediately Jesus asked him to come, he
stepped out of the boat unto the water and began to walk.
Peter knew that once Jesus gave the order to him to
come, the law of gravity’s effect on him had been
suspended.
Shedrach, Meshach and Abednego said to king
Nebuchadnezzar “we will not bow, for our God will save
us…..” When they were thrown into the furnace, a fourth
man appeared in the fire. The fourth man turned the
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superheated, extremely high temperature furnace into a
split unit environmentally friendly cool air conditioner. It
was operating and maintaining the furnace at a cool
temperature of twenty one degree centigrade. The
furnace became an air conditioner because the Lord was
with the three boys.
Daniel refused to obey the King’s order not to pray to
God and was thrown into the lions’ den. Immediately he
landed in the den, all the extremely hungry lions turned
into strict vegetarians with not appetite for meat because
the lord was with Daniel.
Power stabilizer

Step Six is where the ladder becomes tricky. In fact it is
step six that guarantees step Five. You must be very sure
that God is with you before you move into the valley of
shadow of death.
It is the stabilizer that helps to carry you through step
five. It is an inner knowledge not based on your wisdom
or understanding but rather a knowing based on God’s
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word that He is with you. A deep rooted unexplainable
knowing that in the situation you are passing through,
that God is with you.
It is at this point that you begin to amaze people because
they cannot see any rationale why you are sticking to a
seemingly tough route when there are obvious short cuts
that every other person is taking. However, they are still
amazed also that you are still floating above the issues
trying to swallow you.
It is at this point that it begins to dawn on people around
you that there is another extra ordinary force at work in
your situation because nobody could possibly be going
through what you are passing through and not be
destroyed.
This step is the inner reassurance level. It was at this
stage that David was when after he had cried because the
Amalekites had taken all his and his men’s possession.
He went to ask God what to do because although he cried
as a human being, he was sure that God was with him.
David knew that whatever the Amalekites took away, he
will recover from them. It is here that those that trust in
the Lord renew their strength after passing through their
valleys.
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CHAPTER TEN
STEP SEVEN: HIS ROD AND HIS STAFF, THEY
COMFORT ME
Ouch!

A cow is more than 15 times stronger than its shepherd
but it humbly bears the stroke from the shepherd’s stick
because it is aware that the strike from the shepherd rod
is for its own good. It is an indication that she has either
missed her path to greener pasture or is on a self
destructive path.
The cow thus willing appreciates and bears the
shepherd’s rod and staff as he guides her.
This book was born out of the redirection of my life after
the pain from constant taps on my business life from the
rod of God on my life.
In Life I have experienced the rod of God on many
occasions. I have always known deep on the inside of me
that I am called to minister business and life transforming
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advice to people. In fact I am an expert at giving people
hope when they seem lost in whatever they are doing. If
anyone tells me about a business problem, I can instantly
point out the solution to that person.
Based on this, people flock to me with their business
problems. I amaze them with the easy to execute
solutions I provide them with.
Now, for years, I have been trying to really establish my
pharmaceutical business. I am not really passionate about
it but I wanted to show people by my business how to
overcome business challenges.
For some mysterious reason, I seem to lack the capability
to move the business forward. Some of the challenges I
am encountering are bordering on the mysterious.
In a particular situation, an Indian manufacturer was
having problems with his Nigerian customer in marketing
his products in Nigeria. He got in touch with me and I
helped him to market the products.
He was really amazed at the rate at which the goods
disappeared from his warehouse. He praised me so much
that he wanted me to come and work for one of his
brothers in Togo as their African regional manager. I
declined the offer.
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When I then told him to also manufacture for me, he kept
telling me he will but never kept his promise. Amazingly,
He was still manufacturing for other people who could
not sell the products.
In another instance, a friend needed an investor to help
finance his business expansion. I gave him guidelines to
follow. He followed it and got a huge investor.
When I needed financing, I followed the steps I told him
and more but met a brick wall. In fact when I showed my
proposal to my potential investors, they were so excited
about it and kept calling me for us to start off. However,
the moment I went to sign the necessary papers, they all
backed away for no good reason.
These were the same guys that had been bothering me
just days ago to come and have the necessary documents
signed. I could not understand what was happening.
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Are you blind?

Then, one day, I attended a seminar. During the question
and answer session, I told the facilitator my problem and
how I could not seem to be able to find a possible
solution.
The man looked at me and said
“is the answer not obvious to you? Why are you wasting
time in a desert land while beside you is a very fertile
business advisory services land where you can prosper
and thrive.
He said what you do best with peace of mind is where
you will flourish.
I now realised it was God redirecting me with his rod to
where he wants me to operate. That was when I heard the
inner voice of my shepherd talk to me. He said to me,
how many great football coaches are footballers.
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He asked me if Alex Ferguson of Manchester united,
Arsene Wenger of Arsenal or Jose Mourinho ever played
professional football? I said no.
God then asked me why I was trying to be a businessman
first before becoming a business teacher. He reminded
me that he anointed some people to be apostles, some
prophets and others teacher. Will it not be foolish for a
man anointed as a prophet to try to be a teacher first or
the man anointed to be a teacher try to be an apostle first.
God made me to understand that you must first operate
and find rest in the field where He has anointed you
before venturing into other areas.
As long as you do not achieve rest first from your God
given purpose field in life, the rod of God will continue to
strike you with frustration until you obey the God
induced nudging in your heart.
So, by tapping me with the rod, I was forced to start
writing inspirational articles. My articles especially on
ezinearticle.com has been getting some good readership.
In fact a lot of other bloggers are copying my articles and
pasting in their sites without even mentioning my name.
When I Google the title, I am amazed at where I find
articles that I have written.
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The rod of God has directed me into a new path where I
can find fulfillment and be very successful at what I do
best. I am best at giving people eye opening ideas
especially in Business.
The book of proverbs says a father chastens the son in
whom he delights. It says chasten your son while he is
still young and when he grows he will appreciate you for
it. And it asks leaders not to spare the rod and spoil the
child. Leaders must rebuke their followers who stray with
the rod in their mouth.
At this level, God himself with his rod and staff will once
in a while tap or strike you to return you to the right path
or a better path.
In fact the rod and staff stroke gives you comfort
because it affirms to you that God is still with you. One
should worry when he fails to get the pain that comes
once in a while from God’s stroke because it means the
spirit of God has left him.
When David miss stepped by killing Uriah, God’s rod
immediately struck David’s son to show David that what
he did was wrong.
When King Saul refused to obey God’s instruction, the
rod of God came upon him. The spirit of God left him
and a spirit of depression came upon him. Instead of
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King Saul seeking the face of God to retrace his step, he
decided to treat the symptom with melodious songs.
The strike from the rod of the Lord although painful is a
comforting feeling that every man walking with God
should expect.
Once it comes we should immediately put in order
whatever is wrong in our system to avoid harmful
consequences or when we have been walking in the right
path and feel the rod, we should know that we are being
turned into another path of greater benefit by God.

Path changer

Another important point about the rod of the Lord is that
if we know we have been walking in the right direction
and the rod strikes, we must learn to turn in the direction
the staff is guiding us to, even if the new direction seems
awful initially.
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I met a man who once worked for DHL Nigeria as a
senior manager and was very good at his job. One year,
the courier industry was hit by recession and he was
retrenched. His retrenchment shocked him because he
was a very dedicated and loyal staff.
His life seems to have screeched to a halt. His children
had just entered the university and now there was no
money to continue paying their school fees.
He believed that with his track record, it would be easy
for him to get another job but days turned into week and
weeks into months. No job was forth coming.
Something though was happening in his life. People were
coming to him to ask for advice on how to move some of
their bulky goods from one part of the country to another.
One day, a multinational company needed to move a
major consignment and they called him thinking he was
still with DHL. He told them that he had left the company
but because of the way he had handled the last major
consignment the company moved, the multinational
needed someone who could deliver the same level of
service they got from him while he was with DHL. He
recommended someone in his former company to them.
After a few days, they called him back and asked him if
they could contract him to move the consignment for

126

them. It did not matter if it means he has to go and get the
person he recommended to do the actual shipment. They
just needed him to oversee the shipment.
The man was shocked. The contract ran into hundreds of
thousands of dollars. He went to someone he knew who
had very reliable trucks and told him that he needed to
move some consignment but had no money. The friend
who knew his financial situation agreed to lease his
trucks to him with drivers and fueling.
He successfully moved all the consignment and was paid
his money. The profit he made from that operation was
more than what he earned in two years working for DHL
as a senior manager. With that, he established his own
courier company and has been doing very well.
That is how the rod of God changes the path of people
walking his SOP. When God wants to move you into a
newer and better level, his rod could come and strike
away what is giving you comfort that will prevent you
from moving into the new part he wants for you.
Apostle Paul’s strike was a spirit from the Devil which
God allowed to buffet Paul and when Paul prayed to God
to take it away, God told him “my grace is sufficient for
you” and Paul simply accepted God’s will without
further dramatics.
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Danger of Hezekiah’s cry

Wailing Wall
We must be careful to avoid the danger of HEZEKIAH’S
PRAYER AND WEEPING.
Hezekiah was one of the best kings the nation of Judah
had ever known. In fact the bible said some of the things
he did for God had never been done before by any King
or leader in Israel.
He took down and destroyed all the temples Solomon
built for idols. He destroyed the bronze snake which
Moses made that the Israelites had started to worship. In
fact he was on fire for God.
Then Hezekiah felt the rod of God on him in form of a
sickness. God then sent his Prophet Isaiah to King
Hezekiah to tell him to put his house in order because he
was about to die.
When Hezekiah heard this, he turned his face to the wall,
wept bitterly and prayed to God. He reminding God of all
he has been doing for God.
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He however missed a vital point that everybody that
prays when he feels the strike of the rod of God on him
must add to his prayer which is “…but let your will be
done in this situation Lord and not mine”.
God did not want to seem like an ungrateful God even if
the direction his rod was pointing Hezekiah which was
death was God’s perfect will for Hezekiah. God extended
Hezekiah’s life span by fifteen years on earth.
Because of that extra time, the greatest evil force ever
unleashed on a nation was born. He was called
MANASSEH.
Manasseh became king at the age of twelve meaning that
he was born in the third year of Hezekiah extra fifteen
years.
Manasseh was so evil that a kind of sin was called the sin
of Manasseh. It is on documented record in
Wikipedia.org that Manasseh ordered the execution of
prophet Isaiah by having him sawn into two. During his
reign the bible said that innocent blood flowed freely on
the street of Jerusalem.
Even after Manasseh repented and was forgiven by God,
God could not bear the atrocity Manasseh had committed
and insisted that the nation of Judah must pay a price for
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the huge cries of spilled innocent bloods crying out to
God for justice.
All these happened because when Hezekiah felt the rod
of God, instead of concluding his prayer to God with “…
but God let your will be done in this situation” he just
wept and God withdrew the comforting pain of his rod
with which He was guiding Hezekiah and MANASSEH
was born.
Imagine what would have happened if Jesus too was like
Hezekiah. Imagine what would have happened if in the
garden of Gethsemane Jesus had not added ‘but let your
will be done and not mine’ to his prayer. Most likely,
God would also have heard his cry and let the cup pass
over Jesus. Who knows what would have been released
upon the earth if Jesus had prayed like Hezekiah. Jesus
allowed the rod of God to guide him according to God’s
plan for his life.
On a personal note, I have experienced the result of
wanting my way when the rod of God tried to redirect me
to a new path.
On a particular Saturday evening, I tried to start my car
but the car refused to start. I opened the hood and noticed
that the battery was down. Some gadget must have
discharged it. I tried as much as I could to start the car
but it just refused.
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The next morning was a Sunday and I had to take my
family to church. Since the battery was down, I told
everybody that we will walk to the church which was less
than a ten minute walk.
However, my wife insisted that we must drive to church.
She said that I must find a solution. Meanwhile, I had
decided to walk to church but when she became very
moody, I decided to ask one of my neighbors to help me
jump start the car.
The car was parked in my garage, so I needed to push it
out of the garage so that he could connect the cables to
jump start my car from his own car. I was in hurry
because we were already late for service. In my hurry to
get the car out, the gate of the garage broke off my car’s
side mirror and destroyed it.
It then occurred to me that most likely, the rod of God
had made the car not to start so as to spare me the effect
of the plan of the devil to destroy my car mirror and put
some unnecessary expenses on me.
If I had just borne the rod of walking to church that day,
that unnecessary expenses would not have arisen. I had
driven to church every Sunday for more than two years
so why not forego this one Sunday and walk to the
church?
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The rod came by running my battery down, but I still
wanted my way and ended up with a broken car mirror.
Speed breaker

In Lagos, there are some old but very busy bridges. One
day, there was a shift in one of them. One part of the
bridge became lower than the other. On the day the fault
developed, a lot of vehicles where almost tossed into the
lagoon below.
The road maintenance agency had to place speed
breakers to force drivers to reduce their speed before
getting to that dangerous spot. So, when a driver who is
used to speeding on the bridge hits the first speed bump,
he will be forced to reduce his speed. When he hits the
second one, he is suddenly very alert. By the time he gets
to the bad spot, he is almost crawling and will safely
drives over the dangerous spot.
The rod of God can also work like a speed breaker. When
we are cruising along in life, the rod can act as a speed
breaker to save us from hitting a major trouble that can
destroy us. Samson was a man who had Delilah as his
speed breaker.
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Samson was appointed by God to liberate his people
from the bondage of the Philistines. He however began to
do things his own way and became a one man riot squad
instead of becoming a leader to his people. God’s rod
struck him and he revealed his secret to Delilah.
Through Delilah, the Philistine captured him and put out
his eyes. The great man was turned into a mule that
ground meal. But Samson was saved from dying as a
wretch. He was forced to come back to his senses and
pray to God. When he prayed and God heard him again,
he killed more philistines in a single day than he had
killed his whole life.
Unlike Samson, Achilles of the Greek mythology lacked
a speed breaker and that cost him his life. Achilles was
dipped into the water of immortality by his mother. He
was made indestructible except for his heels where she
held him during the dip. Because he felt that nothing
could harm him, Achilles threw himself into all battles.
One day he was in a battle with Paris during the Trojan
War. A clumsy throw of the javelin by Paris hit Achilles
in the heels and that cost him his life.
No matter the pain the rod of God causes us, we must
bear and appreciate it because it can be a definite sign
that something worse is being prevented from happening
to us.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
STEP EIGHT: HE PREPARES A TABLE BEFORE
ME IN THE PRESENCE OF MY ENEMIES
King’s reward
This is the stage when the Word of God begins to
become flesh and manifest among men in your life.
Those things you have been asking God for and
confessing begin to manifest in your life despite the
enormous opposition against it.
This is the stage where God starts to pay you back for the
things and sacrifices you have been making based on his
laws and precepts.
God prepared a table before Mordecai in the presence of
Haman. King Ahasarus asked Haman what he thinks the
king should do for a person that pleased the king.
Thinking that person was himself, Haman gave a very
elaborate description of what the king should do for such
a person. King Ahasarus then told Haman to go and do
those very things for Mordecai whom Haman hated.
Thus in the presence of his enemy, Mordecai was given
the highest honour in the land.
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After having followed God step by step all the way, this
is the ladder step level which can also be known as God’s
payback time for you.
Things suddenly begin to happen in your life for no
explainable reason. Great things people thought will
never happen in your life begin to happen.
Obstacles begin to disappear at an amazing rate before
you for no explainable reason. When God began to
prepare a table before Abraham, Sarah his wife had a
son. His assets began to explode. Ahimelech, a king,
comes to sue for peace with him.
When Sarah dies, Abraham officially acquires his first
piece of real estate in Canaan from the Hittites. He ceases
to be a stranger in the Promise land. He marries another
wife and in quick succession had five more sons despite
his age.
When God began to prepare a table before David, he
recovered everything that the Amalekites took from him,
the Philistines killed Saul, David’s worst enemy, and
David goes to Hebron and is made King. The remaining
tribes of Israel accepted him as king too. God began to
multiply and increase him dramatically.
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Wow! Experience.

The table of goodness is prepared before you and not by
you. You do insignificant things and amazing things
happen. Your little or no effort begins to give astonishing
results.
Products you have not been able to sell because you
refuse to cut corners, people suddenly begin to call you to
order for them and are even willing to pay you in
advance to get them before the raw materials are ready.
You have ready anxious customers for a product you had
been knocking yourself out to sell and willing to just
recover 50 percent of the cost price.
A person waiting on God for a spouse for years even
when there is strong temptation to do wrong so as to get
married faster suddenly is surrounded with more than ten
over eligible suitors. He or she is now been begged by
very eligible suitors to pick one of them despite all the
bad things people are saying about the person.
A person looking for a job for years suddenly has offers
flying at him from left, right and centre. Employers will
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be trying to outdo each other just for the person to agree
to even listen to them. They would want to see if she will
grant them the great privilege of working with them
despite the bad reports people have been giving why
nobody should employ her.
The table is rolled out before you despite attacks and
oppositions from your enemies
One of the indigenous petroleum companies in Nigeria is
known as Sahara Energy Group partly owned by a young
man called Tonye Cole. The company has wide interest
in energy and Gas all over the world.
Mr. Cole told a story at an entrepreneurship conference
known as the PLATFORM and his story shows how a
table was prepared before him. His company bid and won
an oil block in Nigeria and one of his competitors wrote a
petition letter to the then president of Nigeria accusing
Mr. Cole of sabotaging Nigeria’s oil installations.
This was taken up by the presidency and Sahara energy
oil block license was suspended. Sahara group started to
follow it up with little or no progress. Mr. Cole tried as
much as possible to see the president of Nigeria with
little success. Panels were set up to investigate the matter.
When the time came for the table to be prepared before
Mr. Cole, the president called him one day and asked him

138

why the other company was fighting him? The president
immediately released their oil block.
Meanwhile there was a woman who was supposed to sign
one of the documents without which the one of their
contracts would be null and void. The woman insisted
that she will never sign the paper and the deadline for the
signing was drawing near.
Few days to the deadline, the woman had to go for an
emergency leave of absence. That was when Sahara
Energy representative came to check again. In her
absence, the next in command signed the necessary
papers. The woman came back to find all the documents
signed and was forced to release them.
This is how God prepares the table for you. It does not
take your effort or skill to prepare the table. God in his
own way and at his own time will prepare your table for
you despite the opposition.
I once worked in a company where a lady served as the
secretary. She was advanced in age but still single. Some
people made jest of her until the day God decided to
prepare a table before her. A very handsome young man,
the only son of his parents whom most girls were eyeing
walked up to her and asked her to marry him. Now, if
you know how Africans value continuing their family
line, you will understand the kind of opposition the
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parents of the young man and his relatives had for the
marriage.
The couple eventually got married, and the first issue the
new couple had was a huge baby boy. That practically
shut everybody up because she had given the family and
her husband the pride of an African family. Now she
could dance in front of all those who made jest of her.
Some of her mockers were yet to marry or had not had a
baby of their own.
God by himself and at his own time put a huge smile on
her face. She sang and danced like Hannah the mother of
Samuel whose co wife was making fun of because she
was barren.
By the time God remembered Hannah, the flood gate of
children started to flow from a woman that was called
barren.
I am sure Hannah would be like one of my friends who
said she had to pray for years for God to bless her with a
child. Now she is praying for God to prevent her from
conceiving because it now seems as if she gets pregnant
from just the smile of her husband. She now has two
boys and two girls but ovulates like a doe. Hannah had
more than five more children after Samuel.
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CHAPTER TWELVE
STEP NINE: HE ANOINTS MY HEAD WITH OIL
He broke my mental barrier

In 2008, a strange thing was happening in the United
States of America. A young man was running for the
president of The United States of America. Most people
including me thought he was a huge joker and did not
take him seriously. That young man’s name was Barack
Obama and he was an African-American.
Most people including me never took him seriously. Not
only was he black and lacked any political family back
ground, he also lacked finance and structure to run for the
Democratic Party nomination not to talk of running for a
normal presidential campaign.
Slowly but steadily, the young man kept coming up and
winning some state’s nomination to represent the
Democratic Party in the US presidential election. Still
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people did not consider him a real threat. All eyes were
on Hillary Clinton.
Then there was a primary in Iowa that was supposed to
go to Mrs. Clinton, but after the voting Obama won the
state. That was when people saw something on this
young man.
At the end of the presidential election, a miracle had
happened. What most people thought would never
happen in their lifetime was witnessed. An unknown
black man had become the president of the greatest
nation on the earth.
People then saw the anointing of God on his head at that
point. That election was more than an election. It was a
mental barrier breaker for most people including me. It
broke the mental barrier in the mind of most people about
the limit of what they could achieve in life.
At that point before the election victory, he had been
anointed with oil of leadership but whatever he does or
how he handles his office would be up to him.
By the next election in 2012, blacks and other minorities
were vying for the presidency.
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Oil of gladness

Samuel was sent to David and he anointed David with
God’s anointing oil, thereby making David king. A
special formula was given by God in the book of
Leviticus on how the anointing oil was to be prepared.
Thus anyone anointed with that oil was automatically a
priest or a King.
The anointing oil on the head is a sign of kingship. It is a
sign that God has made you a ruler over all issues of life.
It is an indication of the favour of God on you. It is at this
stage of the SOP that people start to shower you with
gifts, favors and opportunities because they can see in
you the glory of the lord.
When God is ready to anoint you, he will usually pick
you up from a place of insignificance where challenges
of life has kept you forgotten just as David was forgotten
in the wilderness by his father and relatives.
The anointing does not care where you are in life. Once
God is ready to anoint you, he will remember you where
ever you are. He will anoint you with his holy oil
represented by the Holy Spirit. Even when nobody
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noticed you, the anointing will force them to
acknowledge your greatness.
In one season of a very popular musical talent show
shown on African television channels, there was a girl
everybody gave little or no chance. She was rarely notice
while other participants were getting accolades.
Surprising, during the finals, she was among the last six.
When the winners were being announced, the most
popular guy was announced as the first runner up. This
left the most popular girl and two other girls one of
whom was the girl no one gave any chance.
But, when the winner was announced, the unknown girl
emerged from obscurity to claim the top prize. No one
could believe it. Even the girl herself could not believe it.
She was so shocked that she could not even give an
acceptance speech.
This was when someone pointed out that she was actually
the only person that never went on probation during the
entire show. So, while nobody noticed her, God’s
anointing had already found her. The anointing lifted her
above all her peers and transformed her into a super star.
While a table was prepared for you in the presence of
your enemies, you will be anointed with oil in the
presence of your family, friends, colleagues and men of
extra ordinary standing in the society.
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David was anointed in the presence of his family and the
elders of his town. Jesus was anointed in the Jordan in
the presence of John his cousin and a large gathering of
Soldiers, Pharisees (before he started having issues with
them) and other leading men of his time who usually
came to hear John the Baptist.
The anointing oil transforms who you are and how
people will perceive you. You will begin to notice that
people are treating you with a new level of respect
bothering on royalty.
God’s anointing oil is not tangible oil but a spiritual
presence of the spirit of God on you. You can tell that
you have a special connection with God once you are
anointed.
You will be conversing with the spirit of God as if he is
physically present with you. With him by your side, you
will begin to speak with authority over issues of life and
expect your order to be obeyed.
I know a man who was recently anointed. When he is
driving to a crowded car park, he will say “Holy Spirit,
provide a parking space for me”. Once he says it, he does
not doubt that the space will be available because he
knows that as an anointed king, God will do what He
hears him say. He gets his space most times.
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Cavert emptor

There is a note of caution though for the anointed man.
Just as any country President will not insist on going to a
place if his state security service details divert his car at
the last minute, a man anointed by God does not question
God when he does not get an answer to a command he
issues. He knows that whatever God does not give him, is
for his own good.
This step of your walk with God is very crucial because
without it, you will just be an ordinary servant in the
operation of God. Just like the servants in the story of the
prodigal son were just sure of their basic needs being
met, if you are not anointed with oil by God, all you will
get will be just basic needs of life.
Once you are anointed, you become joint heir with
Jesus. You will become a god because you are now an
anointed son of the Most High. Whatever you ask for
after the anointing, you are assured that you will receive
it. The anointing on you will break any yoke that has
been holding you back.
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Everyone at this stage of his walk with God must make
sure he gets the anointing before moving forward in Life.
When the fearful disciples of Jesus were anointed with
the fire of the Holy Ghost on the Pentecost day, they
immediately lost all fear and spoke with an amazing
boldness. They spoke to everyone present in a language
they could understand and obey.
When you are anointed, people around you can perceive
it even if they cannot say exactly what is different about
you. The anointing oil gives you a kind of inner glow that
wipes away all kinds of physical handicap.
I have witnessed boys falling all over each other in other
to get the attention of a girl who recognized the anointing
oil of God upon her life. They did not bother that she was
one of the ugliest girls in her class.
The anoint oil of God brings gladness into the life of any
one that has it in his or her life. This is why it is also
called the oil of gladness. Once you receive it, you will
begin to experience gladness in every situation you find
yourself and give out gladness to those around you.
The oil of gladness will give you a generous heart which
was one of God’s gifts to Solomon and a key secret to
Solomon’s success.
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The generous heart will automatically make people feel
indebted to you and would want to get opportunity to pay
you back. Now, because the gladness the anointing gives
you is so much, it will inspire a very generous heart in
you making people perpetually wanting to repay you for
your kindness to them.
The anointing oil ensures that your needs are met without
you ever worrying about them. Jesus never lacked any
material thing while on earth and never begged any
human being for any material assistance. People, from
their own pocket were gladly taking care of Jesus’ needs.
Flow Channel

When Aaron was anointed, the oil flowed from his head,
down his beard to his apron. When God anoints you, you
must bear in mind that the anointing is not for you alone.
You must ensure that the anoint flows to others from you.
People must not just get material gifts and rewards from
you. Your anointing must flow from you down to them.
A candle that lights another candle is not made dimmer
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rather; the room where both candles are will become
brighter.
The Dean of Nigeria comedy industry is a man called Ali
Baba. I once listened to him tell his life story.
Alibaba said that by the time he became successful he
had developed more than three thousand unique jokes.
He began to notice that other upcoming comedians were
using his jokes, so he called in his lawyers. His lawyers
invited the people using his jokes. One of them made a
statement Alibaba said made him see himself in a new
light.
He told Alibaba that Alibaba created the Nigerian
comedy industry so he was the igniting light of the
industry. He must therefore allow other comedians to tap
from his light so that the industry he created will not die
off. No matter how good a comedian was in Nigeria, he
will always be referred to as someone working in an
industry Alibaba created.
So, Alibaba realise that the light from his jokes must
light up other comedians so that he will be made more
prominent. This is how we must all handle our anointing.
God wants his glory to shine out more among the sons of
men. So once you are anointed, you must make sure that
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the oil of gladness flows down to other people from your
head.
The power of The oil.
When the anointing oil of God touches you, wonders
begin to happen and transform you from an ordinary man
to a new being. In his book ‘Fall of the Roman Empire’,
Gibbon described a strange observance among corrupt
priests that became pope of the Catholic church.
In the early years of the Catholic Church, it was part of
the responsibility of the emperor or king to appoint the
Pope. Now, because the church controlled a huge amount
of resources, the emperors always wanted a man they
could control to be Pope so that they could have easy
access to the church vault.
The emperors however, were encountering a mysterious
challenge. They usually picked a very corrupt priest to
become the Pope. But, immediately the person was
anointed with the anointing oil, he would lose all his
previous love for corruption and start to work with total
love for the masses. In fact the Pope will start to actively
resist the emperor that appointed him.
People could not explain the strange power in the oil that
transformed corrupt men into saints. When you are
anointed, you must share you anointing even with the
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corrupt. A touch of the anointing oil of God from you to
them will perform miracles that even you would not
understand.
An addict had once been touched by anointing from an
anointed woman and totally hated the sight and smell of
the least addictive substance. The addict was instantly
made whole by the anointing from another person.

152

153

CHAPTERTHIRTEN
STEP TEN: MY CUP RUNNETH OVER
Full tank
One day, I went to a gas station with my friend to buy
petrol for his car. The car tank was almost empty so he
asked the pump attendant to fill up the car tank.
The attendant put the nozzle of the gas pump into the car
tank and began to pump. Because the tank was almost
empty, the attendant started to discuss with someone
while he pumped. All of a sudden, the tank filled up and
started to over flow. The attendant had to rush to switch
off the pump.
That is how the goodness of God will operate in your life
at this stage. It may take time for the goodness to start
flowing but once it begins, it will be like the flow of a
running tap into a tank.
When you place an empty tank under a running tap, it
may take some time to get filled up but if the person that
places the tank under the tap is patient, it is just a matter
of time before the tank gets filled up and starts to over
flow.
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God is not a god of just enough. He is a God who is able
to do for you exceedingly, abundantly and above all you
could ever think, ask for or imagine.
If you have faithfully followed God’s SOP up to this
stage, he will start to manifest his more than enough
nature to you.
You will begin to get things in more quantities than you
will need. When Job’s cup began to run over, people
started to seek him just to present him with gifts.
Job’s wealth became so much that even his daughters had
to receive inheritance from him because what he had was
just too much to leave for his sons alone.
When David cup started to run over, he will be at home,
his army will win battles and then call him to come and
take the glory for the victory.
When your cup begins to run over, people will begin to
look for you just to attach your name to what they are
doing. They will start to pay you for doing nothing even
when you have more than you need.
When Abraham met Melchizedek, Melchizedek was
already a king and thus very rich. Abraham however took
from what he had and gave to Melchizedek because God
had made Melchizedek’s cup run over at that time.
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God told Abraham that He will bless Abraham so that
through Abraham, all other nations of the earth will be
blessed. So Abraham’s blessing was meant to overflow to
other nations that have not had direct contact with God.
This instruction is not only for Abraham but for everyone
anointed or blessed by God. The moment your wealth
begins to flow so much, it is a sign that you need to
urgently start blessing other people around you.
When you fail to do that, you will be disobeying a direct
order from God who might send you a distressing spirit
like he sent to Saul the moment King Saul refused to
carry out God’s instructions.
This is the stage of increasing wealth that you cannot
explain. I have met people who are wondering why they
are becoming so rich despite the fact that they have more
than they need and are not doing anything differently.
They fail to realise that God has started to make their cup
to run over and overflow.
The critical point of this stage is that it is also a stage to
become extremely generous. You must go out of your
way to help others.
Your wealth must flow out to those around you or else
the excess wealth from the over flow will choke you to
death.
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This is a stage where you need to prove that you are a
faithful and wise steward who takes care of the other
servants when their master is not around.
This is a critical stage because it comes with a strong
urge to keep everything for one’ self. It is a point of the
SOP that we need to be extra careful. This is where most
people start to take their legs off the ladder.
There is usually a strong temptation at this stage for you
to begin to remember all the wrongs people had done to
you and see good reasons why you should not help them.
This was the stage at which King Solomon missed his
way. If you read his book of Ecclesiastes, you will see
that all he was doing and building was for himself.
The bible said that during King Solomon’s reign, gold
and silver were like sand in Jerusalem. But Solomon
failed to realise that Israel was made up of more than just
Jerusalem and Judah.
Solomon completely neglected to develop the other
towns and villages where the people he ruled lived. He
was so rich and his people so poor that when Solomon
died, the first thing the people asked his son to do for
them was to reduce their suffering.
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Why was there so much suffering in the midst of so much
wealth? Solomon refused to heed what God told his
father David in Psalm 23.
He did not allow the content of his cup to run over to his
people, despite the fact that Kings, queens, princes and
nations were giving him wealth to make his cup to run
over.
I once heard a story about two Seas by Joyce Mayer. She
said that there are two Seas in Palestine. Both are fed by
many streams and rivers.
One, the Sea of Galilee is a natural wonder. It has a
delicate balance of salt water and fresh water. While the
bottom layer is made up of salt water, the top is made up
of fresh water. The Sea of Galilee is filled with plenty
fish and other marine life. Its bank is full of activity with
lush vegetation.
The Sea of Galilee is constantly filled with joyful
activities by men, animals and plants. It is a lively sea
and attracts good things to itself.
The other sea lacks any living activity in it. It stinks and
destroys any life that tries to live in it. No plant grows by
its banks and animals avoid it because it spells doom for
any animal that drinks its content. It is called the Dead
Sea.
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What is the difference between the two seas? When the
Sea of Galilee receives the water from the rivers and
streams flowing into it, it takes the exact amount of water
it needs to keep its salt water/ fresh water balance.
The excess water, the Sea of Galilee allows to over flow
to other streams and rivers around it. While it is been fed
by streams and rivers, it also feeds other streams and
rivers. Its remaining water the sea of Galilee gives away.
This means that the Sea of Galilee allows its cup to over
flow to others.
The other sea is the Dead Sea. It receives all the water
from streams and rivers that feed it and keeps everything.
The Dead Sea does not allow anything to flow out
despite the fact that it has more than enough. Because it
does not allow its cup to overflow, it became a dead sea.
When your cup starts to overflow and you prevent it from
flowing out to those around you, you will become like
the second sea and be DEAD.
God gave Solomon three keys to wealth and one of them
is a generous heart. The very wealthy of this world have
realised it.
It is difficult to see a happy, healthy and very wealthy
man that is not giving some of his wealth to a
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philanthropic course that he is not getting anything back
from.
The amazing thing is that the more they allowed their cup
to overflow to others around them, the more prosperous
they became.
Bill Gate has decided to give out as much money as he
possibly could to philanthropic activities but his money
flow will just not cease. It seems like the more he is
investing in malaria cure, HIV treatment and other
charitable causes, the wealthier he is becoming.
Warren Buffet gave out about thirty six billion US
dollars. After giving it out, He was still one of the top
five world’s richest men.
Once your cup is filled up, do not start to increase its
size. Allow the cup to overflow to those around you.
Also, do not think that it is only your material wealth that
God will fill to over flowing. He said in Deuteronomy,
that He will bless the works of our hand, our store house
and seeds of our body.
This means that God when he starts to bless you, He
blesses you abundantly in every aspect of your life.
I know people who have never been sick for the past ten
years and cannot remember the last time they were
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admitted into a hospital. For such people, their wealth of
sound health is over flowing. They must strive to see that
someone around them benefits from their strong health of
mind and body.
They must learn to assist another person who has some
health challenges. Some people are filled with joy and
laughter. Such people must ensure that they deliberately
go out of their way to make another person smile.
One of the things God has blessed me with is a truck load
of inspiration. In my daily goals book, one of my daily
goals is to complement at least five people each day. You
will be amazed at the magic a little complement can
perform to inspire a lonely soul.
Whatever blessing that is overflowing in your life must
never be hoarded or you will be like a certain rich man.
In the parable of the foolish rich man, God shows us the
fate of those that do not allow their cup to run over.
When the man tried to hoard up his excess resources, he
became like the second sea of Palestine. DEAD.
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Fueling without fuel

I once attended a prayer meeting of Full Gospel Business
Men Fellowship. When I was leaving my house around
7pm, there was power failure so I had to put on the
generating set. Now if you live in Nigeria, you will know
that if there is power failure around 7pm, the best time to
expect it back at best will be around 1.00 am.
Before putting on the generating set, I checked the fuel
in the tank and saw that the level was very low. So while
leaving for the fellowship, I took the Can for fuel, money
to buy the fuel, some offering money and extra cash in
case anything cropped up.
As I was listening to the speaker talk about issues totally
unrelated with money. In fact he was just dissecting the
Bible. I heard a voice say to me “when it is offering time,
give everything in your pocket”. I pretended that I did not
hear it but it kept coming back.
I then said to my Holy spirit, “I will give everything in
my pocket except the money for fuel because I had
calculated that the fuel in the generating set will finish
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around 9.00pm”. He replied and “said put everything in
the basket”.
When it was offering, I decided to obey my chairman and
put all the money on me in the basket. The meeting
ended around 9.30 pm. When I got to my street, I saw
that our neighbors had light and knew we had light too.
However, immediately I parked the car and knocked on
my gate, the light went off in the whole neighborhood.
I came in and switched on the generating set. Somehow
for reason that I cannot explain, the fuel in that
generating set lasted beyond 12 midnight after which the
power was restored again.
I then knew the value of allowing your gifts and
resources to flow over to others especially when your
Shepherd voice instructs you to give.
I also believed that if God handled the fuel I made
provision for, then he had also handle whatever
contingencies the extra money I kept was supposed to
handle. I know that it is an investment worth making and
I am sure that at the right time it would yield its fruits too
for me.
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN
STEP ELEVEN: SURELY, GOODNESS AND
MERCY SHALL FOLLOW ME.
You are special

I watched a particular talent hunt show was shown on
African television stations called MTN project fame. In
one of the seasons, there was this particular guy called
Roy that everybody just wanted him to win.
On the days his performance was good; surely people’s
goodwill followed him. On the days he was bad and put
on probation, mercy from the vote of people watching at
home or from the Judges and his co participants kept him
on the show. Roy got to the final and won for himself a
brand new Toyota corolla car and a huge sum of money.
That is what this stage of your walk with God entails. It
makes sure that if you are not enjoying Goodness, then
mercy will shield you from whatever could have harmed
you. At all times, the angels are soliciting for one goodies
or another for you.
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At other times when the Devil who is the accuser of the
brethrens comes to accuse you to God because of a
mistake you made, the mercy of God will just wipe away
whatever the devil came to accuse you of.
Goodness and mercy will flow to you packaged in a form
you will always understand. The key to this level is found
in what God told Joshua.
Let the word of this book never depart from your mouth
but meditate therein day and night that you may make
your way prosperous. This was the injunction God gave
to Joshua.
Robert Kiyosaki said that you can differentiate a poor
man from a rich man even if they dress alike simply from
the words they speak.
This is the stage of the walk with God where you begin
to speak to yourself. This is where you begin to confess
daily that surely goodness and mercy shall follow you
everywhere you go and all the days of your life.
When David came against Goliath in battle, it was the
words they spoke to each other that won the battle. David
spoke strong positive words in the name of God while
Goliath spoke negative curses in the name of his god.
From fighting bears and lions, positive words had
transformed David into a great warrior despite the fact
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that he was just seventeen years old and never been in a
battle field fighting. Positive words inspired by the Word
of God won battles and wars for him.
Since you become what you say to yourself constantly,
privately and publicly, the more you confess goodness
and mercy on yourself, the more goodness and mercy
will follow you where ever you are.
This is the stage of speaking. This is where you start
proclaiming the goodness of the Lord in your life. This is
the point in the walk with God where you sing to the
Lord a new song and declare the wonderful things he has
been doing in your life.
One of the greatest African Gospel musicians is Dr
Panam Percy Paul. His life reflects the goodness and
mercy that follows anyone that walks with God through
the divine SOP. Dr Panam is from Adamawa state in
Northern Nigeria. It is a core Muslim state with a lot of
top military indigenes. Panam was disowned by his father
when he told his father that he wanted to be a gospel
musician.
The father, a military officer could not bear the shame of
having a son who is not only a musician but a gospel
musician. For the next twenty years, while Panam walked
through God’s path of righteousness, he never set his eye
on his father. Then God’s goodness and mercy caught up
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with Panam Percy and started to make his way and life
very prosperous.
One day, his father was in the midst of retired top
Nigerian military officers from his state for a meeting.
Those present began to introduce themselves. Some will
stand and introduce themselves as Retired General so and
so, some as Rtd Rear admiral while others as air vice
Marshalls.
Dr Panam’s father had retired as a lower ranking officer.
When it got to his turn to introduce himself, he asked
those around if they knew who Dr Panam Percy Paul
was? All the great military leads present in that meeting
told him that they did.
The old man then stood up, rose to his full statute and
said “that boy you all know so well is my great son”.
With that he was accepted into the council of great men.
He eventually called his son and they reconciled.
When God’s mercy starts to follow you, even your
enemies will sue for peace with you. Men and women
will start to use you as a reference point for their own
identity to be established.
This is the level where you gain a kind of confidence that
Jesus promised the apostles when he told them not to
worry about what to say if they were arrested. Jesus
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promised them that great words that will baffle great men
will be put on their lips when they need to speak
This is the stage of Pentecost where like the disciples of
Jesus hiding in Jerusalem, you come out boldly to declare
the goodness of the lord and his mercy to you to
everyone around you. Here, people will see you, hear
your story and just like the people that heard the apostles
on the day of Pentecost will be converted to earnestly
seek God and serve him.
The more you declare God’s goodness and mercy, the
more goodness and mercy will surround you to the
amazement of all around you.
One of greatest boxers of all time is Mohammed Ali. One
of the secrets to his success is that he kept declaring to
everyone and to himself that he was the greatest. He kept
declaring it to the point where greatness followed him all
the days of his life.
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September Eleven

This stage of the ladder though has a second part. This
part goes to the manifestation of the goodness and mercy
in your life.
On September eleventh of 2001, a couple had an
important appointment to keep in New York City. They
rushed into their car to board a plane. Before getting to
the airport, they had a flat tire. The husband checked and
found out that they did not have the complete tools to
change the tire.
When they finally finished changing the tire, their flight
had already departed. They were so disappointed but still
gave God thanks. Some moments later, they heard that
the plane they missed had crashed into the world trade
centre. Then, they realised that something was following
them. That surely must be goodness and mercy.
For every human being, there are three things that are
sure and definite in life. These are Change, Choices and
Principles.
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However, for the person following God’s SOP he has
two extra constants. These are Goodness and Mercy.
Once you are following Gods direction you are certain
that goodness and mercy will follow you where ever you
go.
It does not matter the situation you find yourself in. In a
situation others may see as hopeless, you will be hopeful
because at this stage in your walk with God, Goodness
and mercy are surely guaranteed for you.
God told Joshua that wherever he sets his foot, has been
given to him by God. It does not matter the situation of
the place. Once he sets his foot there, goodness
automatically will follow him.
How merciful thou art oh God

When David sinned by killing Uriah, for another person,
God would have cursed the person to his fourth
generation but David was an anointed man following
God’s SOP. Immediately he realised his mistake, he
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begged God for forgiveness and God’s abundant mercy
saved him.
Jonah was in the belly of a whale for three days. But,
when he prayed to God, mercy saved him from the
digestive juice of the whale and transformed the whale
into a submarine that took him to his destination.
This stage is the marvelous stage of your walk with God.
It is here that you no longer bother about what is
happening on your outside. You begin to walk and talk
with confidence that comes from knowing that goodness
and mercy are following.
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN
STEP TWELVE: I SHALL DWELL IN THE
HOUSE OF THE LORD.
Where do you live?

I used to live in a one room apartment in a low income
neighborhood. I took some things for granted as part of
life. The low quality of life did not bother me much
because it was all around me. Then, I moved into a three
bedroom flat in a middle income neighborhood.
I then began to feel repulsed when I went to visit my
former neighborhood. I began to see myself in a better
light. My self confidence shot up. I then came to realise
that where a man dwells will to a greater degree control
his level of success in life.
God’s desire is that when we have gotten to this level to
dwell in a house that will constantly remind us that we
are his children and thus that we are royal sons and
daughters.
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God asked Abraham to leave his father’s house and go to
a country that he will show him. A land flowing with
milk and honey. God was essentially asking him to
change his dwelling place. God knows the grip a place
can have on the life of a man.
Research has shown that a man’s environment has a
greater hold on him than any level of education he
attained can have. So, if you really need to make a man
rich, you must take him away from a dwelling place that
reminds him of only poverty.
Most people from a poor background prosper once they
leave the slum where they grew up. Once they leave that
environment, the way they talk and think changes to that
of those of their new environment.
At this step, after you have achieved what you set out to
achieve when you started following the SOP, you must
leave whatever mental dwelling place you are in and
move into the spiritual house of God.
You need to be constantly in an environment that will
remind you only of the goodness and mercy of God. You
need to consciously select where you visit and stay at any
particular time.
When Joseph was made the prime minister of Egypt, he
brought his family and kept them at Goshen which was
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very fertile and away from the poverty and famine in the
land of ancient Egypt.
At a tender age, when Jesus went to Jerusalem, he left his
family and went to the temple. This separated him from
the general crowd most of whom came to just have fun in
Jerusalem.
Your place of abode is very critical at this stage. Jesus
told the blind man he cured not to go back into the
village or else worse things would happen to him.
This indicates that in your walk with God, it is still
possible to lose everything you have achieved with Him.
Although this is almost at the top of the ladder of God’s
SOP, but at this point, if you do not consciously chose
where you live and stay, you can crash to the bottom of
the ladder.
Evil communication corrupts good manners. Evil
communication takes place in a complacent or a non
uplifting environment. If you stay in the house of the
Lord which means environments that affect you
positively, you will maintain all you have achieved in
your walk with God.
Your dwelling place will also influence how people see
you. I know a man who is very good at what he does. He
would want to charge a high premium for what he does
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but could not. He then noticed that once his customers
visit his office, the price they were willing to pay for his
services dropped.
The office was located in a very dirty environment. So, to
solve this problem, he tries as much as possible to avoid
taking people to his office. Since then, his earning has
increased.
Where people see you will determine how they will
regard you. It will also determine what they will discuss
with you. This is why once a company starts to become
very successful, they usually move their Head Office to a
high brow area of town. This is to change people’s
perception of them.
The blessed guy
Now that you have become successful in you walk with
God, you must move to dwell in an environment that will
make people see you and treat you as a blessed person.
This is also the point where you make people see the
goodness of God in your life as permanent and not as just
a flash in the pan. If you claim that God has been good to
you, your life and where you dwell must reflect it.
Other people must see you and want to be like you and
thus seek God so that he will bless them like he blessed
you.
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God told Abraham that he will bless him so that he will
be a blessing to others. The reason for your blessing is
for others to seek God from what they can see God is
doing in your life.
It is said that more great deals in the business world are
done on golf courses and exclusive clubs than in the
offices. At these venues, business leaders discuss
business in an informal setting.
This is the implication of dwelling constantly in the
house of God. There you meet other anointed men with
great ideas you can learn from.
David said he rejoiced when he heard some people say
they were going to the house of the Lord. David knew
that he could learn from those who went to God’s house,
wisdom and understanding. He knew that it is there that
you meet other anointed men discussing great ideas.
Since Iron sharpens iron, you learn new things from
them.
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN
LADDER TOP: FOREVER AND EVER
Mandela goes home

In 2011, the Madiba retired to his country home. He
retired to his native birth place at the age of Ninety four
years. He had achieved all that God created him to
achieve. Like Moses, he had led his people to freedom.
Unlike Moses, he entered and tasted the Promised Land
himself. He ate the fruits of the land, drank its milk and
tasted its honey.
Mandela tasted all that freedom had to offer and like
God, declared that it was good. He has seen his grand
children attend the same school as their white colleagues.
He had ruled his people and taken them to the land of
democratic election and equal human right.
Madiba had ensured in his country that all human beings
were equal and that nobody was more equal than another.
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He has seen the goodness of the lord in the land of the
living. He has seen happiness and achieved the
fulfillment that life had to offer.
Now he has gone to his country home with satisfaction in
his heart. He is now like Jacob waiting to bless his
nation’s children and be gathered to his ancestors. He is
where all human souls seek earnestly to find. He is at the
Forever and ever platform. Nothing can take away his
fulfillment now because he has done what he was sent on
earth to do. He has entered the throne of grace room.
Throne of grace room

This level is the throne of grace platform where you find
and achieve what you set out to achieve in life. Here is
where you begin to worship and fellowship with God
unceasingly because he has given you success,
fulfillment and peace.
This is where you have been aiming for in your climb up
the ladder. Here you experience the grace of God. The
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important thing you must know though is that you do not
need to do anything to get here.
You reach here after following the steps one by one. It is
God that will enable you find this place on His own at the
right time.
This is the point you are aiming for in your journey
through God’s SOP. This is the point of ultimate
satisfaction. Once you get here, no one needs to tell you
that you have found something special.
This is a level of perfect alignment of your body, spirit
and soul with God and your destiny. It is here you
achieve what all men are longing for. This is the point
where you become a bundle of faith, hope and love.
The forever and ever stage is the warehouse of the
blessings and grace of God and it is where you will dwell
forever. The blessing of God here will make you rich and
add no sorrow to you.
It is here that you begin to give perfect testimonies. Once
you have gotten to this stage, you can say like David
“once I was young and now I am old, I have never seen
the righteous forsaken nor his seed beg for bread”
At this stage, you have experienced God’s operational
processes so much that you are no longer moved by what
is happening on your outside. The world economic
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situations no long affect you because you are now a
heavenly ambassador dwelling on earth.
An Ambassador from a great country is not bothered by
the poverty in the country where he lives because his
government provides more than enough for him in the
midst of the poverty where he is representing his
government.
This is your peace zone where you have come to be
perfectly aligned to God’s purpose for your life. At this
point you have an inner peace that is not dependent on
what is happening on your outside.
In one of Joyce Mayer’s messages, she said that her
husband will never worry because he knows that he has
been following God’s will and that he is in God’s perfect
will. Mr. Mayer just knew God will come through for
him because he has got to that place with God.
This is the point that is called the throne of grace. At this
level, you have seen the face of God and his glory has so
enraptured you that you have given up all material
attachment.
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EUTOPIA
At this level, you will start experiencing a continuous,
great excitement that will never end? This is the point of
divine addiction that has no negative side effect.
At this point you begin to experience a kind of high that
most superstars crave for from drugs but without the
destructive addictive effect.
A lot of superstars take to drugs because after
experiencing the highs of their vocation, they normally
tend to crash emotionally. In a bid to maintain that
euphoria, they start taking drugs to give them that
emotional high they tasted. They become addicts but
their addiction destroys them.
Michael Jackson was one of the greatest music stars the
world has ever known. He had accomplished feats in his
life time that only a few people had attained. But after a
while, he began to lose the touch that made him the
darling of the entertainment world.
Then he could not attain the highs that sold-out concerts
helped him to achieve. This affected his sleep and he had
to take drugs to enable him sleep. He needed a particular
drug called Propofol to help him sleep.
Michael’s popularity began to rise again. He began to
prepare for a worldwide come back concert that would
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help him achieve the missing euphoria. However, he was
already addicted to Propofol that gave him the high and
helped him sleep.
One night, he could not sleep and he called his Doctor.
The doctor, Dr Andy Murray came that night to
administer the drugs to him. Something went wrong and
it cost Michael Jackson his life. And put Dr Murray
behind bars.
In a bid to achieve a high, most people lose their lives or
end up as drug addicts but for those that follow the divine
SOP up to this stage, they achieve a never ending gentle
euphoria that lacks all destructive side effect.
At this level for the rest of your life, you will experience
a kind of fulfillment and contentment that is beyond
description. You will experience what Simon
experienced when he saw baby Jesus and said “Lord you
can now take your servant in peace because my eye has
seen my savior”.
At this level is what Maslow described as the highest
desire of a human being. He called it Self actualization
This is the level that the Buddhists call enlightenment. At
this forever and ever point; you are at a permanent place
where the enemies called Lack and Worry can never
reach you again.
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Forever principle
Remaining at this level where you have achieved all you
want and have attained supernatural peace and grace
depends on a principle called Forever principle found in
the book of Chronicles. God gave the principle to David
with regards to his son Solomon.
The principle says “Moreover, I will establish your
Kingdom forever if you are steadfast to observe my
commandments and judgments as it is this day”.
Remaining at the top of the ladder depends on your
continuous obedience to the laws of God, laws of nature
and the laws of the land in which you operate.
Caution
A note of warning though, God specifically warns that if
a good man stops doing good, he will die in his sin and
be damned.
So, just because you have gotten to a stage where you
have achieved all you want from life through God’s
goodness and mercy upon you does not mean you cannot
fall off that pedestal if you stop obeying God laws and
commandments.
King Josiah was one of the best kings that the kingdom
of Judah had ever known. He renovated the temple
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abandoned and desecrated by his father. He personal got
involved in the destruction of the idol places of worship
in Judah and Israel. He was whole heartedly committed
to God.
He was the first king to celebrate the Passover according
to the format God laid down from the time of Samuel up
to his reign. During his reign, the law of God which was
abandoned for centuries was discovered and read to him.
He saw the punishments that were stipulated if the law
was disobeyed. Josiah decided to seek the face of God by
consulting a prophetess. God through the prophetess
assured King Josiah that he would die in peace.
King Josiah started to amalgamate the territory of Israel
left desolate by its destruction in the hands of King
Shalmanser of Assyria, to Judah. He amalgamated the
territory up to Megiddo despite the fact that God had split
the two Kingdoms and had not given any instruction for
the two territories to be amalgamated.
One day, Pharaoh Neco of Egypt was going to fight the
King of Assyria and needed to pass through Megiddo.
When Josiah heard that the Pharaoh was passing through
Megiddo, he went out to fight the Pharaoh. The pharaoh
then sent Josiah a message that he had no quarrel with
him but was just passing through to fight a battle God
had asked him to fight.
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Still Josiah insisted on fighting him. All pleas by Neco
for Josiah not to disobey God fell on deaf ear. Josiah felt
that he was anointed by God and could not fall off from
where God had placed him. He did not even bother to
consult the Major Prophets who lived during his reign
like Jeremiah or Jathum his personal prophet.
Josiah disobeyed the words of God and on the battle
ground, a stray arrow from the Egyptian archers hit him
and he died from the wound. He had gotten to the forever
and ever level with God where God promised to let him
die in peace i.e at ripe old age. However, for failing to
listen and obey the voice of God, Josiah died at a very
tender age of Thirty Nine year and from great pain due to
his injury.
We cannot please God as much as Josiah did and the
moment we take God’s law for granted. He will strike us
down from the top position where he had placed us not
minding all we had done for him before.
Fallen angels
Lucifer is another example of a great Being that crashed
down from the forever and ever level. Lucifer was at this
forever point. He had achieved what no other angel had
tasted. He was in charge of the heavenly choir that sang
praises and worship to God. The heavenly Choir
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packaged the praises and worship, gave it to Lucifer who
then channeled the praise and worship to God.
But Lucifer wanted more after tasting the praise and
worship and decided to keep them for himself. That cost
him his place in heaven and condemned him to eternal
damnation. If an archangel like Lucifer can fall, never
allow pride to make you believe that you cannot fall off
from the throne room where you have found your
ultimate heart desire.
Journey of life

Life will take you through ups and downs but once you
get to the forever and ever point, nothing will take you
down again except disobedience to God.
Joseph was up in his father’s house but went down when
he was sold into slavery by his brothers. He went up
again in Potiphars house but was down again in prison.
Finally he reached his forever and ever stage.
He was made the prime minister of ancient Egypt. He
never went down again until he died. David, Abraham
and even Jesus went through this vicissitude but once
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they got to their forever level, they never went down
again.
For Jesus, when he got to the forever level, he was given
a name that was above every other name. With his name
alone, miracle could be performed. That is what this level
can do to your life.
Your goal as you walk with God is to attain and remain
at this level. A prominent man that missed this level was
King Solomon. He missed it at the point his cup began to
overflow.
Solomon’s last book which is the book of Ecclesiastes
shows all his sorrows and regrets when he became old.
He advised that all men must seek God in their youth.
You have come to the point where you realise that a
man’s true worth is not determined by the amount of
physical wealth that he owns.
A Prominent Christian Billionaire David Green of Hubby
Lobby has pledge to give away most of his wealth. That
is what getting to the forever level can do to you. Here
you find something that makes material wealth irrelevant.
It is this level that Jesus talked about when he said the
Kingdom of God is like a treasure a man finds in a piece
of land. He goes and sells all he has just to buy that land.
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When you have successfully navigated through all the
steps involved in this ladder and arrive at the throne of
grace, you realise that you measure your true worth by
the intangible wealth that you have.
Andrew Carnegie when he had amassed millions of
dollars suddenly realised that material wealth was not the
ultimate destination. He sold off all his companies then
started to give away his wealth.
He realised that the ultimate fulfillment in life, is derived
from knowing that have you have achieved what you
came to the earth to do. That was the best thing a man
can ask for.
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
EPILOGUE
The decision time is NOW!

My wife wanted to start a business of personal coaching
for women. The idea was to help women organize and
grow their finances. She would help the women who
subscribe grow their finances by developing a financial
plan for them and making sure that they stick to their
financial plans.
She would organize financial lectures for them, invite
people to teach them important facts about finance and
how to grow their money. When she had the idea, we
were so excited about it and wanted to start.
We went and bought her some consulting books, office
furniture and she even wrote a business plan about the
business.
All these happened in 2008. By 2011, nothing more had
been done about the business. One day, I came across a
woman who was doing exactly what my wife described
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and was very successful at it. I then wondered why my
wife and I failed in a wonderful business that is now
fetching another person millions.
I have found out a very simple reason why a lot of
people fail to achieve their dreams after they have seen a
very viable project that can transform their lives. I know
because it has held me down a lot of time. It is called
Retrogressive Do Nothing Syndrome.
Let’s say you hit on a very bright idea today that you are
very sure would work. You will become very excited
about it and will want to execute it immediately but you
Do nothing. The next day, you are sure the idea will work
but you are not very excited still you Do nothing.
You will delay still for some days, and then think about
the idea again. By now, you are not excited again about it
but you Do nothing. By the next few days, you are not
sure the idea will work but you Do nothing. After about
one or two weeks, you are now sure the idea will not
work and abandon it all together.
One day you will be walking on the road and see
somebody executing the idea successfully and you will
wonder why you did not try your own. You will tell
yourself that you can do it better than that person but you
still Do nothing. And the Great Idea will just die off from
your mind.
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I am talking from experience because I have done it
several times.
Now I have changed my strategy. I do not wait till the
next day to start executing an idea that I like. I start to do
something about it immediately. Even if it means just
committing the idea to paper or typing it out on my
computer. Then, I make sure that every now and then, I
add something new to that idea.
If I develop cold feet along the way and leave it for a
long while, I will definitely come back to it just because I
have started something about the idea. Before long, the
idea will become a reality.
That is exactly how I wrote this book. I decided to take
some definite steps in writing something down. I did this
even when I was beginning to think writing the book was
no longer such a great idea. But see what I have achieved
just by writing a few initial lines.
The key to this Divine SOP generating results for you is
for you to start putting it into action TODAY. Even if it is
just the first two levels or writing down on a jotter what
captured your imagination the most about the SOP.
Try to practice something about the SOP and see if you
like the result. Do not wait till later to try it out, else
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retrogressive do nothing syndrome will prevent this
magic formula from working for you.
Still by now, a lot of people would be at a cross road of
whether to try out the principle even if they have seen the
possible reward it guarantees or continue in their old
ways. This is the time to act. You must at this point start
putting what you have learnt from this book into action.
For some people, they would still want to continue with
what they are doing despite the fact that they are not
moving ahead in life.
Not too long ago, a friend of mine came to me with a
pressing business problem. One of his staff was not
performing and was beginning to influence the other staff
members negatively too. The underperforming staff
always had wonderful excuses why he did not do what he
was supposed to do.
My friend knew that for his business to progress, that
particular staff needed to leave but he lacked the courage
to ask him to go. My friend had an emotional attachment
to that staff because he was one of the first people he
employed. I then asked my friend a question based on the
story of Jonah.
If the sailors knew that Jonah who was running from God
was the cause of their problem but still refused to throw
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him into the sea, what did he think would have happened
to them? My friend said their ship will sink and all the
sailors would have drowned.
I then told him that is what would happen to his company
if he did not fire the Jonah in his company.
If you have been operating some business and life
principle without progressing in life and have seen that
what you are doing is not yielding the desired result, then
do not leave the Jonah Operating procedure in your
business or life. Cast it away from you.
In another boat experience, some men were rowing their
boat on a very stormy Sea with little progress. They saw
a man walking on water toward them and became scared.
The man told them not to be afraid. Immediately that
man got into their boats, the storm stopped and they got
to their destination immediately. The man was operating
the divine SOP.
New ideas are always scary and just few people will want
to try it out. But for those who are not satisfied with the
results they have been getting from life and want to try
something that is give other people wonderful results,
this is the place and time to act.
The choice is now your. If you choose to continue with
what I would call your old Jonah Operating Procedure,
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be ready to go down in life wondering why life is so
tough and cruel but if you chose the 23rd psalm based
SOP, then be prepared for abundance in your life.
Jesus said, “I place before you life and death to chose
from but I pray you will chose life”. This is also my
prayer that everybody will choose this SOP.
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WHEN THE PRINCIPLE FAILS TO WORK.
The gas burner
I once bought an automatic gas burner that is supposed to
light up when you turn a knob. I brought the burner
home, set it up and turned the knob but nothing
happened. I tried and tried again but the burner would not
just light up.
So, I went back to the manual of the burner. As I was
reading it, I saw where the manufacturer wrote that a
particular place was sealed. I needed to peel off the seal
before the burner will light.
I went back to the burner, looked for the seal and peeled
it away. Immediately I turned the knob, the flame came
to life. This may apply to some people with regard to this
principle. Some people may try it and not see any change
in their life.
The issue is what they do after the SOP fails to work in
their life. Most people will just discard it as a principle
that does not work while the wise ones will go back to
the manual where the SOP came from to see it there is a
Manufacturer’s directive. So, if you do not get the fire
from the SOP when to have turned its knob, then go back
to the manufacturers manual which is the Bible to find
out what you missed.
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The Catholics have a prayer they call the Rosary. It is a
prayer that involves repetition upon repetition of just a
few words. In saying the prayer, a lot of them have seen
miracles happening in their lives while a lot have not
only achieved nothing from it but even fall asleep while
saying the Rosary. So, one may ask why do some
Catholics get results from this prayer while others lives
are not changed at all.
The difference is how they see the prayer. Those that
achieve nothing from it see it as just repeating empty
words channeled to Mary the mother of Jesus. For those
who achieve results with it, they see it as affirming what
the bibles says in their lives.
The Rosary is actually made up of different quotes from
the bible joined together. So those that achieve result
with it while saying it see themselves declaring God’s
promises for their lives.
For example, the prayer starts with what angel Gabriel
said to Mary. He said Hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is
with you. Now if you want the prayer to work for you,
when you say Hail Mary and get to the part that says Full
of grace, you must see yourself as full of grace and see
the Lord as being with you.
This is what gets the Rosary to work for some Catholics.
It is also why this SOP will work and fail for some
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people. Those that fail, see the SOP as something they
should do to get something from God. More like the SOP
is their credit card to get things from God’s ATM even if
there is nothing in their heavenly bank account. Those
that get result from it see it as something that will
transform their lives so that they can achieve success by
God’s principles.
For those who sincerely want to practice the SOP, there
is another reason why the SOP may fail.
In the Nineteen Nineties, an amazing thing happened in
the automotive industry in America as described in the
book Toyota way. The Japanese models were driving the
American brands out of the market.
Toyota wanted to help their American counterparts so
they decided to establish a joint venture to allow their
American colleagues learn from them.
In the joint venture, they manufactured some car axles in
Japan and the rest in America. They applied the same
standard they used in Japan in the American factory.
However, they noticed that their customers still preferred
the made in Japan axles. On closer scrutiny, the engineers
found that the Americans manufactured to meet just the
minimum standard while the Japanese went beyond their
minimum standard.
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While the Japanese axles lasted, the made in America
axles just failed after a short period of time. So, it is
possible for two people to be practicing the SOP. While
one is getting wonderful results from the practice, the
other will do the same thing and get not result.
So, why will the SOP fail in one instance but work in
another. The answers are simple. One is this, God said
“my hand is not too short or my ears too dull to hear
you but your sin has cut off my help from you.
If you are practicing the SOP but have any iota of
unforgiveness, non repentance or lack of faith, the SOP
will just flop in your face.
So if you fail in your first attempt, whereby you fail to
get the desired result from practicing God’s SOP, you
need to first take out a quiet time to mediate and find out
what is it in you that can be a hindrance.
After doing a lot of soul searching, he who wants to go
back and get result from the SOP must first practice what
Peter said in his book which he got from David.
Peter says that if you want to enjoy life and see good
days, you must restrain your tongue from evil and keep
yourself from telling lies. You must turn away from evil
and do good. You must seek peace with all men and
pursue it.
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So if you failed at your first try with the SOP, this is
where you must restart. This passage contains all that
would have kept you from seeing the goodness and
mercy of God.
You must keep your lips from speaking negative words
because out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth
speaks. You must also seek peace with all men with all
your heart. Peace with those you offended and those that
offended you.
Then, you must start to put others first. You must start to
offer selfless service to those around you. This will help
eliminate the hoarding tendency that comes when your
cups starts to overflow again. Now, try the SOP again
and see if God will not open up the heavens to bless you
with goodness and mercy.
Dead brands walking
The next reason why the SOP may fail is due to a battle
for your mind. I once read an article about brand names
that still ruled the market despite the fact that their
manufacturers had stopped producing them. Take for
instance, in Nigeria if you want an insecticide, you asked
for Sheltox but Sheltox has been dead for more than
twenty years.
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In his book ‘Battle For The Mind’, Al Ries explains why
dead brands are still ruling the day and it is a key factor
that will keep God’s SOP from working in your life. In
the book, he explains that the human mind is bombarded
daily with different new concepts and ideas. So what the
mind does is that once a new idea or brand comes on line,
the first major brand will win a major space in the
consumers mind.
Once this is done, the mind will automatically shut out
any other brand in that category. It may accept a second
and third but will group the others together as the rest.
Now if a particular brand was the leading brand, it will
become burned into the consumer’s mind. If the
manufacturer decides to stop producing that brand, the
mind will still not let it go. The mind will still ask for the
dead brand even when it means an alternative. So, the
mind is not usually willing to let go of an idea, brand or
concept that was the first to hit it so as not to be over
whelmed. By doing this, other me too products are
shutout.
Taking this a bit further, in the Nigerian health sector,
more than ten thousand brand names and newer
pharmaceutical products exist. But there is a curious
observation. The most prescribed medicines are still
those that have become obsolete in most countries.
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The Prescribers have become over bombarded with
different brand names and newer products from different
companies’ medical representatives. The doctors thus just
shut out most of the products names from their mind.
Their minds stick to the first even if old and less effective
brand names to treat an ailment. For instance, Ampillicn
Cloaxillin combination popularly known as Ampiclox is
one of the first antibiotics to be widely prescribed in
Nigeria.
Now, newer, safer and more effective antibiotics are
available to all prescribers including those in Nigeria.
The doctors are aware of these newer classes of
antibiotics but Ampiclox still remains the most
prescribed antibiotics in Nigeria.
Once the Doctors’ brains have keyed into the first
prominent brand name, it locks out every other product
even if the one it is holding unto is now obsolete.
For some people, the divine SOP will fail to work for
them for the above reason. They have been given a
principle to live by from childhood. They have been
taught that life is a jungle and only the fittest survive by
the world around them.
Daily, they are bombard with new concepts and ideas all
of which promise to deliver enduring peace, happiness
and wealth. Now, along comes the divine SOP too. Since
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they already have the first principle locked up in their
mind, most people will while trying to practice the divine
SOP hold unto the survival of the fittest principle that
they have been practicing as the right and correct
principle to follow.
So, when they have practiced the divine SOP for some
time, they will unconsciously slip back to their old habit
which is occupying a major position in their mind. They
will though still wonder why they failed to get positive
result from the SOP without realizing that they had
unconsciously blocked it out even before trying to
practice it.
For those who are experiencing failure because of this
second challenge, the problem is half solved. There is a
proverb that say no sensible man can be killed sleeping
on a mat by a tree he can see is being cut down. A
problem known is half solved. Because you know of this
battle in your mind, it is enough solution to the problem.
The other half of the solution is how to make the divine
SOP your number one brand in terms of life operating
principle.
The solution is simple. You get it in the way number two
brands or ideas become number one. You must daily,
constantly and persistently bombard your mind with the
Divine SOP. You must read it daily. You must mediate
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upon it day and night. You must place it where you can
see it daily. You must make a song out of it and sing it
daily to yourself.
Nelson Mandela in his autobiography said that
persistence will win over talent any day, anytime. The
more you are persistent with the SOP, the greater the
chances of it becoming number one in your mind and
overthrowing every other competing idea.

Now that you have heard his voice.
Here we come to the end of this book. To some people, it
is just a long story but to others, it will light up a light
bulb of wisdom in them. This SOP to some people will
be like the question about Williams Shakespeare.
Shakespeare was a legendary poet and play writer. He
wrote so many great plays and stories. Because of the
awesome nature of his works, a lot of people began to
doubt if he was really the author of all the plays and
works attributed to him. He wrote articles and plays in
such diverse areas that people just could not believe one
man could possibly write all Shakespeare wrote.
As for the SOP, when some people see the awesome
result that the practitioners of the SOP are achieving,
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they will tend to assume that there are a lot of other
secret practices that they are using to get their results.
Warren Buffet is one of the richest men on earth. He has
constantly told everybody the secret to his success which
he attributed to Benjamin Graham. The principle is so
simple that it is hard to believe. Buffet operates by the
simple rule of value investing.
Warren buffet, the professor of Value investing once said
that for those who will practice value investing,
immediately they hear about it for the first time, they will
grasp the wisdom behind value investing
But for those who do not grasp its wisdom from the
onset, nothing you say will convince them about the
success guaranteed by value investing. For such people,
they are supposed to be technical investors but must
make up their mind to be the best technical investor like
George Soros.
Those that fail in investing are those who fluctuate
between value investing and technical investing.
Most principles that give great results are so simple that
it is hard for most people to believe them. Earl
Nightingale in his classic audio message titled ‘Strangest
Secret’ said that there is a strange secret to success. A
secret that he said will guarantee any man who practices
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it great wealth and happiness. He then went further to say
that it is actually not a secret because it has been
preached by all great men from time immemorial.
The Open secret is that As a man thinks, so is he. Earl
said this means that you become what you think about all
the time. So if you think positively all the time, only
positive things will follow you. Also it means that you
become successful by thinking about success all the
time.. This sounds so ridiculous that it is hard to believe.
This open secret is so simple that most people do not
believe it. But those that believe and practice it have
become great men and women.
The Divine SOP is so simple that it is difficult to believe
that it can deliver all it promises to deliver. But for the
man who dedicates his heart to putting it into practice,
joy and gladness beyond human comprehension will be
his or hers.
For the readers of this book, those who will grasp the
principle in this book, the wisdom behind it will be so
plain that they will wonder how they had missed it all
this while. For those who fail to grasp it, I pray that they
will be able to find the principles in other books or
chapters of the bible that will open their inner eyes to
really see their path to success.
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As for me, I am Confident that God has taken care of all
my needs because He is my Shepherd. I will be
Courageous in pursuing his purpose for my life because
he leads me in the path of righteousness. And I am
determined to achieve that purpose in my lifetime
because he has anointed my head with oil.
And I know that I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me. What about you?
God always has His ways of revealing himself to his
people. May His Will find his pathway for us. Amen.

IFEANYI EMENNE
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